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The Family Tree Of Cyrus Eﬁmg‘%

TTAWA - “Capada should

take over the cconomic up-
building of the Empire, should
make this job go and shou]d
stay with it.”

These words were spoken by
Cvruw Blephen Eaton at a din-
ner given, in. Ottawa in 1928
by Gordon Edwards, M.P. ahd
attended by the, late Prime
Minister Mackenzie King and
Bir Robert. Borden:

Cyrus Eaton alsd said: “Can-
ada’s role is to give an impetus
to the development of the un-
tapped resources of the Fmpire
and to bring profitable employ-
ment {0 the third of the world
population which 55 embraced
within the Empire) %,

Earlier ot that eventful day!
Mr, Eaton had - been the gtest'

of honor at a lunch at Rideau
‘Hall, by Lord Willingdon, then
Goverhor » General, ...~

A little later the Hon. Edgar;

Nelson Rhodes, Ptemier of
Nova Scotia from 1825 ta\-1930,
had  writted, " in 4 letter to
Eaton: A—-”Apart from -your’ con-,

tributions, which have been of

tremendotls assistance, the ex-
Hmplé you have gel has put in
motion currents of thought on

the, part - of many old Nova’

Scotians that will,’ 1’ feel sure,

he 8 stimulus 4nd encotirage- | ) S
" England in the great Puritan

ment to those of us who are

trying to give 'a real lead to -

the affairs of the province!”
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In those days, 33 yeafs ago,
Yuri Gagarin had no thoughts
about soaring into space or of
dropping in on Nova &ceotia,
Cuba and Brazil, He had not
even: begun to exist, - The
British Empire was very real
and thé Commonwealth, which
had only recently come into
existence, was united under the
Crown. . No one /mad even

~ dreamed of a Common Market.

The work that tells of the
Cyrds Eaton” 6f more than 30
years . ago is-— “The Katon
Family of Nova Scotia”, by
Arthur  Wentworth Hamilton

Eaton, affhative of Kentville, .

gradudte. of Harvard and an

Anglican clergyman in New’

York State, In 1885 he had
publisiied .by The Halifax Her-
ald 8 wdrk of 128 pages en-
titled:— *“Genealogical Sketch
of the Nova Scotia FEatons”
By 1820 he 'had given mote
“than 45 years to a study of
'Baton , history. = Of Cyrus S.
. Eaton he wrote in his 1028
Worki——

By THOMAS DUNBABIN

“Tlw Pugwash Eatons  ave
nobly represented by Cyrus
Slephen  Faton of Cleveland,
Ohip, one of the most charm-
ing personalities in the modern
world, one of the most remark-
ahle {inanciers in {he United
Btates, a man organizing and
controlling tremendous finan-~
cial and industrial enterprises
‘snd one who wel in all s ac-

tivities . is moved by  Thigh-

motives and a conscientious de-
sire fo promote the true wel-
fave of the human world.”

\

e W

The author ‘of this article
is an Ottowa historian who
has written ofi many aypbdts
of Nova Scotia’s hittkgrannd.
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It would be a fine and litling
thing if Cyrus Eaton were en-
iitled , {0 memhership of the
Mayllower Society. But, ac-
cording to the researches of A,
W. H. Falon, the Nova .Scotia
Yatons are not tdescended from
Francis Eaton who came 1o
Plymouth, Mass, in the May-
flower with hid wife in 16290
There are, of course, dozens of
Mayflower descendants in Nova
Scotiz and no doubt there is a
Mayflower strain in many of
{oday’s Eatons, -

Four Fatons, &1l with wives
and children, came tn New

emigration of 1830-40. Of these
John Eaton was the ancestor of
lhe Nova Scotin Eatons. He
appears to have comie from
near Salishury, Willshire, and
settled near Salisbury, Mass.
There were Eatons in Wilt-
shire when the Domesday Book
was prepared (A.~T). 1085),

In 1781 David Eaton. fifth in
descent from-John, moved to
Nova Scotia., He was a pre-
Loyalist, one of the many “New
Engiand Planters” who moved
to Novae Beotis in the 1780%.
Cyrue Eaton is also descended |
from United Empire Loyalisis
who came 't Nova Scotia after
178'3

David Eaton settled at Corn-
wallis, Nove Scotia, wilh hie
wife, Deborah, and six childrén.
He reccived an area of 868 £-%
acres, When he died in 1803 at
the age of 74, he left seven sgons
and four daughlers,

David Eaton’s nephew, Dr,
Daniel Baton, setiled sk Onsiow
in 1790. 'As many other Eatons
did later, Dr, Daniel appears to
have gone to the U: 8. FHe died |

-in Philadelphia, His grandson

Cvrus, born Aprif 10, 1838,
ginck to Nova Scotia. He was
twire Mayor of Truro.

The founder of the Pugwash
Estons was Amos, son of Step-
ben and Eliza Eiton, who
moved {0 Pugwash in early life.
Amos, who served as a lieuten-
anl in the militia, married

Barah Harrié on January 11,
1810, They had six sons and
four daughters. Incidentally,
many of the Eaton families had
more sons than datghters, a

notabie aid io the perpetuation:
"and prevalence of the family

name,

One son of Amos Eaton, Levi
Woodworth Eaton, sailed  to
New Zealand Jn his own ship
in 1860.- This was the last of
many ships he had built in
Nova Scotia. She was com-
manded by his soh, Captain
George Eaton. Levi took his
famiiy dnd Captain George had

his. wife with him. ' Levi Eaton .

seitled in Auckland N.Z,8sa
mctchant
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Alpheus TEaton, brother of
Leviy went to California- in
1859. A little later he joined
his brother in Auckland. New
Zealand has many FEalons of
Nova Scotia origin. One of the
“exiles”, Mrs. George Eatoh, re-
turned to Pugwash after the

death of Captain George. After

her return she mgrned George
Carter.

Cyrus 8. Eaton of . Cleveland_

was the gon of Joseph Howe
Eaton who was obviously born
in the balmy days of the great
Joe Howe (1804-73), Joseph
Howe Eaton wmarridd Mary
Adelia MacPherson, Her father,
John Wesley MacPherson, was
a native of - Shelburne, whose
father, Evan, had moved to

Pugwash. Evan's father, Lauch--

lin MacPherson of She}burn
was the son of & Scottish-born
United. Empire Loyalist.

So .on  his mother's side,

Cyrus &. Eaton comes from
Seottish Highland Loyalist stock,
His paternal ancestors, as pre-
Loyalists, did not have to make
the decision that faced the
Loyalists, Nothing came of the

rather feeble atiempts to make.

Nova Scotis a “14th Btate” and
the pre-Loyalists just stayed
put and were loyal to the Em-
pire — except for & few whin
joined in the rebellion of the
Thirteen States and went fo the
Uniied States in the Revolu-
tionary years. The Eafons were
not among these.
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The minister of the church in Pugwash who was Mr.
Faton's great grandfather was Rev. Maynard Farker. Rev. Farker
is the son of Major Nathaniel FParker. Nathaniel Farker as.a young
man joined a group of soldiers and was involved with Wolfe in the
siege of Cuebec. Major Nathaniel Farker finally settled in Nictaux.
Nathaniel had 16 children and Rev. Maynard Parker was the 15th

—chiled:

Maymnard Parker is deecended from famous New
Englanders, including John Alden and Priscilla. Maynard Farker
is also a relative of Theodore Parker. Theodore Parker was a
famous New England praacher and orator who played a conspicuous
part in the liberation of the slaves. Theodore Parker was bne of the
founders of Acadia University.

All of these Parkers were at one time Congregationalists,
but when they moved to Nova Scotia they became Baptists.

re Historical

al may be protected by

- Henry Steele Commager wrote a book on the life of
Theodore Farker which Mr. Eaton thinks may be in the library at
Pugwash. ; ol

(read by RS to JP 7/16/61)



