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Natto be re

Secretary of Defense Robert S MeNampgfra
once more expressed American dete ini
ton to use nudear weapons 10 enforce so-
called Western rights in Berlin. Judging by
official statenserits, the United States is ready
1o risk nuclear annihilation over the gucs
tion of whether Russian or East German
guards stamp tavel permits on the erritory
of East Germany-

The erection of the Berlin wall provided
Western propaganda with an opportunity
for melodruma; but those acquainted with
(he situation in the ¢ty must wonder
whether the Fast Germans had any choice
other than to resors o minimal measures of
protection against conseant abusc, 1 have
seen the Berlin wall from both sides. It is
not & presty sight, and nobody pretends it
is. But while the Western press calls it the
“Wall of Shame”, and while T have heard
West Berliners criticizing the United Saares
for not tearing it down on the day it was
bailt, T have heard people in Berlin express-
ing other sentiments. Their general ye
action to the wall went something like this:
We don't like it, but it was necessary- One
woman, who had suffered in the days of the
Hitler regime and was twice incarcerated for
her resistance to the Nazs, toid me: “This
may surprise you, but since the wall has
been erected we have felt safe for the first
time in years. Before, there daily occurred
some provocative incdent, Western agents
would come over and blow up a station of
the S-train. Occasionally, they would assassi:
nate an official. Or they would deliberately
start Tumors abour the aminence of war,
urging the people to rush o the stores and
hoard food and supplies. Even without
these provocations, each of which could
result in an armed clash, the situation was
quite intolcrable. Thousands of people who
lived in East Berlin but worked i West
Berlin indulged in blackanarket currency
ransactions.”

A professional couple confirmed this state
of affairs and hali-jokingly added: “At least
now we can pet 2 good seat in the theatre;
before, the West Berliners would buy all the
rickets”

The most serious threar to the economy
of East Berlin and ro that of the whole
German Democratic Republic was the ease
with which people conld leave for the West
hy simply taking a trip on the S-Bahn, The
drain on wained technicians, engineers,
doctors and other professionals was severe.
Young professional men who had just con-
duded their education in the GDR, where
a1l education is free, were Tured by Western
agents. These agents made the most fan-
tstic promises, including those of car and
house gifts to those selected people who
would move o the West, Many individuals
who were 50 seduced, Jater found that the
glitcering pronuscs were rarcly kept. But
the damage 1o the economy of the GDR
wies done.

While many of the “refugees” responded
to bribes or promises, others fell for the
massive daily propaganda which pictures
life in the West as that of complete freedom,
prosperity and unlimited opportunity. An-
other reason for delection, however, was the
camno ax that which has caused many another
exodus in history. When there is a revolu-
tionary change in the social and cconomie
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THE STRUGGLE MUST GO ON

The Emergemey Civil Liberties Committee is an organization whick

Bertrand Ruisell characterized as ome whick “has never taken the

course of championing only popular causes in the comfortable knoioledge

that they were mominally unpopular.” The 1962 recipient of the

Commitsee’s Tom Paine Award is Bertrand Russell, whose acceptance
message on that occasion follows.

By Mﬂm n

You honour me in a4 way 1 deeply ap
preciate. Tom Paine symbolises for Ameri-
cans the articulation of a radical conscious-
ness that human welfare and intellectual in-
tegrity depend upon couTageous insistence
upon freedom for men and women. Freedom
can not efiectively exist where it s under-
stood 1o mean no more than the toleation
of accasional differences about matters which
are of small umportance.

Disputes, for example, about the compira-
tive merit of consumer produce or the total
of farm expenditure may be cred as ex-
amples of Lreedom, but only by those who
are dead 10 its life and dea o its death.
The vision of Tom Paine was that of a
serious public involvement in the direction
of those affairs which affected peoples” lives.
He suuggled for the right w partake in
radical change and in the constant debate a5
10 how the good life might be pravided for
to the American prople.

Values and great belicts live on after their
institutional expressions have ceased to Lve.
So it is with the nominal civil liberties en
joyed today either by Americans or by
citizens of other countries.

Thousands of years of homan effort, of
great suffering, of unique achievement are
in daily jeopardy because the absence of the
freedom striven after by Tom Paine prevents
wen from forestalling consumate folly.

Today, the exercise of power is so jcmotc
from the daily lives of men and women, and
the contrel of the very springs of thought so
concentrated in the hands of those syco-
phantic to power, that [reedom is increasing:
ly an abstraction with which we are deluded.

Delusion takes the form of public incanta-

tion over values and beliefs which arc d
honoured even as they are invoked. Pre
dent Kennedy speaks of human freedom
he takes actions which may condemon hi
dreds of millions of human beings to agor
ing death. Future generations are forfeir
to the paranoia of those who compulsy
act for garrison states.

So it @ that power posscsied by the [
condemns s all to futle death and empt
our formal rights of mecaning or of visi
life. Only to the extent that we are able
remove those who would perpetrate
crime against humanity @an “freodom™
seriously our possession or our right

1 feel honoured in 2 way 1 do wot £
casy to acknowledge. I am an Englishn
and so was Tom Paine by birth. T beh
that hwman frecdom and the dvilised e
to which that freedom was w have b
directed, ave not spoken for by the Gove
ments of either of our two countries. 11
it dithoult to express the feclings [ have uj
veceiving this award because T know |
Tom Paine would feel about the countn
Jeft and the nation be helped 10 found.

The pity of it. The disgrace to all th:
best in man's long odyssey. The intoler:
affront to the dignity of us all, containe
the readiness to annihilate whole contin
in pursuit of the insane diciares of pow

If there & one mMeEssage, one sentime:
should wish w give 10 you, it is that I
not bring myself to believe thar mankin
%o buse that noue of his representatives
struggle for a more excellent way of life
matter the chances of success. Thank you
your honoar to me. We share the
viction that the suugple must go on.

structure of a sociery, the privileged dasses
to occupy their Jowered place in so-
ciety. Think of the large numbers of Rus
gan emigrees after the Ocrober Revolution.
Or the rvich emigrees from Cuba today. To
condlude on the strength of such an exodus
that the new regime is intolerable and
hated by all who remained behind is the
same kind of wishful thinking as that which
made 5o many an “expert” on Russia predict
the imminent collapse of the Russian
Revolution.

In Berlin, the ercction of the wall has
stopped the exodus, thereby bringing greater
stability w the German Democratic  Re-
public. But West Balin romains a time-
fuse sputtering deep inside the socialist bloc,
Ie must be defused lest it ignite a world
conflagration. The freedom of the West
Berliners, such ax it &, i oot in any danger.

It would be safeguarded in a neutralized
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city under the auspices of the United
tions. The question is: Will the West v
to agree 1o any reasonable solution in ¢
10 hold on o what one American spoke
called the "dheapest atom bomb of
West”d The Soviet Union has delaye
signing of a peace treaty with the GDR
and again. But it would be 2 dangerows
calculation to assume that she will
indeBnitely, Berlin s not Cuba. Log
defied any Soviet display of determin
in Cuba. 1n the cuse of Berlin, howeve
only logic but akso logistics favor the &
Union. A peace treaty will eventual
sgned. 1t is the moral duty of every §
dedicated American o tell lus govero
that no nodear war should be risked
the Berlin conwroversy, I there werc
intentions in the State Department, no
would he eadier (o resolve at the
tional conference table,



