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PINEOS IN THE HOUSE

My first's an article of Lady's dress,
Tho' sometimcs used by people to express
Regard so small it cannot well be less.

To form my second, add the letter E,
And I become a stately forest tree,
A valuable one as you may see.

Now at your leisure, add the letter O
And with this acquisition I will show
A name familiar to you all, I know.

This "poetical charade" appeared in the first edition of
Pugwash's novel literary experiment, The Night Blooming Cereus,late
in 1869. The solution?

No lady{s toilette is comnplete

Without a PIN to make it neat,

Nor can we any love permit

If not a PIN we care for it.

Add now to PIN the letter E,

And PINE results, a lofty tree.

To PINE we put the letter o,

And straightway, therefore, we will show
The well-known name ~ 'tis PINEO.

Well known, indeed! For decades, the Pineos managed
financial and commercial affairs in and around Pugwash, Cumberland
County, Nova Scotia. Their control was absolute and the effects, long-
lasting. More importantly, their business affluence earned them entry
into provincial politics where, on occasion, they flexed their partisan
muscles with sometimes startling results. The father arranged a nearly-
successful effort to unseat the mighty Charles Tupper in 1859, and
then destroyed the Government of Joseph Howe in 1863. The son was the
only pro-Confederation candidate to win and hold a Legislature seat in

anti-Confederate Hova Scotia, 1867-1871.

Who were these men, father and son? They were the Hon.
Henry Gesner Pineo, Sr., M.L.C., and Henry Gesner Pineo, Jr., M.P.P.
for Cumberland.

A measure of the father's material and social success is
reflected in the marriages of several of his children. These alliances
connected the political Pineos with some prominent men of affairs in

nineteenth-century Nova Scotia, as the following charts illustrate,
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IN POLITICS
.

Henry Gesner Pineo's entry into the world of public °
service dates back to 1817 when, at the age of 18, he was named a
constable at Pugwash. Somebody later noted in the Cumberland Quarter
Sessions records that he was "under age." In 1818, Henry was _
appointed a surveyor of hay and lumber. His name next appears in the
1821 1list, again as a constable. Records for the succeeding ten years
are missing, but, during the 1820's, Henry's personal ambition alded
by his commercial success raised him into the sphere of the Hon. '
Alexander Stewart, the man who preceded Sir Charles Tupper as the
leader of Cumberland County politics. Stewart was an Amherst lawyer
who sat in the Hﬂuse of Assembly for Cumberland County for 12 years;
spent 8 more years in the LeéislatIVe Council, was a member of ‘the
Executive Council for 6 years, inherited the position of Master of
the Rolls, and died in 1865 while still a Judge of the Court of Vice-
Admiralty. For years he was a strongman in the provincial Tory party.

Just when or why Stewart and Henry Pineo first met is not
known. As early as 1827, Sﬁewart had investigated a dispute in his
capacity as a Commissioner of the Cumberland County Land Board. The
dispute was over ownership of several hundred acres of land in what
might now be called downtown Pugwash. Among the several claimants was
David S. Pineo who was frequently represented by his son, Henry.
Although Stewart did not find in favor of the Pineos, the affair
brought him into conflict with Thomas Roach énd James Shannon Morse,
M.P.P., with whom Pineo was also at loggerheads.

It was probably around this time that Pineo sought a
modest place in the county's Tory party structure. His first work on
behalf of the Tories was likely at election time when he might have
shepherded the faithful (and not-so-faithful) to the polls. It was a
profitable move to attach himself to the Stewart coattails as that
gentleman's star was on the rise. Therefore, when county records resume
in 1832, it comes as no surprise to find that Henry Pineo had won
promotion from village constable to a seat at the General Sessions of
the Peace for Cumbérland (the ancestor of today's County Councill).

In 1833, he served as foreman of the Grand Jury and one finds that he
now was addressed as Henry G. Pineo, ESQUIRE. In 1835, he was named a
surveyor of the Highways; in 1838, he held appointments as assessor
for Pugwash and as the inspector of Weights and Measures. Moreover, he
was named a Justice of the Peace, which dignity he retained for life.



Thus, by 1840, HENRY GESNER PINEC, ESQ., J.P., had banished
financial stress from his 1life, had embarked on a so-far modest
career in the Tory party, and had established himself at the center
of commercial aifairs at Pugwash. The earliest record of his aztive
p;rticipation in a political campaign arises .from the election ¢f -
1843, Voting was held late in the autumn when, for Cumberland, two
Tories were elected. They were R. McGowan Dickey and Stephen Fulton.
(Hon. Alexander Stewart was, at this time, a member of the Legislative
Council.) Following the election, there was staged what was called
Declaration Day when victorious and defedated candidates, along with
their supporters, spoke to a public gathering after the announcement

of official voting results.
- In 1843, Cumberland's Declaration Day occurred at Wallace

and one of the speakers was Henry Pineo. His speech has been preserved

for us by a correspondent named "Nantucket," writing for THE TIMES of

Halifax on 12 December 1843.

It appeared in course of the contest that Mr. Lewis
(a vanquished Liberal) had challenged H.G. Pineo,
Esq., who had taken an active part in the election’
with making use of ledger influence to which that
gentleman felt himself bound to rasply and refute
such malicious and uncalled for statements which
he did in|the following manner verbatim.
'Gentlenen, frecholders of the county
of Cumberland - with much pleasure I take the
present opportunity of congratulating you on the
choice that you have made in selecting your
Representatives. Much credit is due to you for
the quietness, sobriety and good order that you
have kept during the present contest. Gentlemen,
at the commencement of the canvass for the
tlection, my business unavoidably called me Irom
home, where I was obliged to. stay until within a
few days; but I do assure you it was with deep
regret that I could not return earlier. Gentlemen,
on my arrival I was informed, that our opposing
generals at the opening of the volli at Amherst,
boldly asserted, that our friends, Messrs. Dickey
and Fulton, would not get to exceed four votes
from the district of Pugwash, and that they had
little or no support at Wallace: but gentlemen,
the conclusion of this contest has proved their
statements to be false and groundless: instead
of only four votes from Pugwash, thesy have polled
'twentyfnine, and in Wallace they have been
unanimously and independently supported. - (Cheers.)
Gentlemen, Mr. Lewis has had the hardihood to say,
that I made use of ledger influence. I' call that
assertion unmanly, I deny the'chérge; and I now
challenge any .man in this assembly, to say that

@y
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T made use of ledger influence at this election:
(cheers). But, gentlemen, I well know of many
instances where ledger influence has been used

. in faver of the opposing party, and for the
benefit of him who dared to make such an
"assumption (cheers). But, gentlemen, I have no
wish to trample on a fallen foe, and I therefore
forego making any further remarks in reply to
insulting, disappointed aspirants. Gentlemen,
the Representatives which you have this day
chosen, have represented you heretofore in
General Assembly, and I am satisfied they have
used every exertion to serve your best interest. -
I trust they have given satisfaction, and I
sincerely hope they will satisfy you again. I
feel -confident they will do so, and if such be
the case, I flatter myself that the same independent
support which they have received at the present
time, will be given to them again on a‘:future.
and similar occasion; and now, gentlemen, accept
my best thanks for the cause you have espoused,
and the course you have taken, and may my best
wishes attend you.' To which the assembly gave
three hearty cheers.

It sounds almost as if Pineo had been the campaign manager for the
successful candidates. Perhaps he was. ' |

Whatever labors were completed for the Tories by Pineo,
and they must have been numerous, the party was grateful. All public
appointments were political at this time and the party faithful were
rewarded therewith. Consequently, Henry Pineo was made a Commissioner
of Schools for Cumberland County in 1845, but the greatest reward of
his career was to come the next year.

A death in 1846 initiated a chain of events. It was that of
the Hon. S.G.W. Archibald on 28 January. The Hon. Mr. Archibald, an
immensely popular gentleman, had held the high judicial office of
Master of the Rolls.at the time of his death. In April, the immensely
unpopular Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia, Lord.Falkland, offered
the post to Cumberland's Alexander Stewart. Stewart acéepted, thereby
creating a vacancy in the Legislative Council. The Council, a
miniature version of the current Senate of Canada, and even more so
of the British House of Lords, was a body which still bad some clout
in the 1840's. It was a singular testimony to Henry G. Pineo's .
services to his county and party that he was offered Stewart'é éeat
on the Council. Of course, he responded in the affirmative. The anti-
Government newspaper, THE NOVASCOTIAN, noted sarcastically:



MORE NO-PARTY APPOINIMENTS

The Government Organ of Saturday says
that Messrs. John E. Fairbanks, of Halifax,
David Crichton, of Pictou, and H.G. Pineo, of
Pugwash, have been appointed to the Legislative
Council, - all good Conservatives and true.

; : - May 11,.1846.

L uE NOVASCOTIAN had no intention of letting the
app01ntments slip past that gently. Both Lord Falkland and Alexander
" Stewart were the favorite targets of the opposition press, and Henry
Pineo, being a disciple of Stewart, was now included in their gights.
On May 18th, THE NOVASCOTIAN attacked Lord Falkland for creating more

peers before leaving office.

Knowing that he dare not face the indignant
population he has deceived, and seeing that the
men he sought to crush w111 come back at .the head
of a triumphant majority, to give the lie to every
declaration he has put forth, and every slander
he has written, he hopes, by cramming the
" Legislative Council with inveterate Tory tools
- to onstruct the beneficial labours of a Liberal
majority. Three new Peers are, we are informed -
by the Post, to be created forthwith -
John E. Fairbanks
David Crichton
Henry G. Pineo.
' Queer reasons arc given for the
appointment of the first. We shall not allude
to them further, than by confessing that the
. HONOR is hardly worth the SACRIFICE. The second
- 158 about as bigotted a Tory as thcre is in
Nova Scotia, and the third has been for years a
ready and servile follower of Sandy Stewart's.
Not one of these men have ever represented the
people of Nova Scotia, and it is but fair to
assume, that, were our Senatc elective, scarcely
onec of' the SlX persons appointed w1th1n the
present year by Lord Falkland would cver have
cast their shadows upon its walls. The Liberals
. of Halifax, Cumberland, and Pictou will see in
. these-appointments only further incitements to -
1=un;on courage and determination.

3??}”he Tory Government was deaf to sﬁch vords and Quecn
4V1ctor1a's apﬂroval of Pineo's appointment was gazetted on May 16th.
But the Hon. Mr. Plneolhad.to wait until the following year to
eiperience'his first taste of legislative activity. He travelled to
Halifax for the January 21st, 1847, opening of the Council and
Assembly by the ncew Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Harvey. The
céremgny was.probably much like that witnessed about five gears
eariiér by famed novelist Charles Dickens. ~
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It happened to be the opening of the Legislative
Council and General Assembly, at which ceremonial
the forms observed on the commencement of a' new
Session of Parliament in England were so closely
. copied, and so gravely presented on a small scale,
" . " that it was like looking at Westminster through
' . +,the wrong end of a telescope. The Governor, as
" her Majesty's representative, delivered what may. be
: " -called the Speech from the Throne. He said what he-
L " - had to say manfully and well. The military band
o outside the building struck up "God Save the Queen'.
L o with great vigour before his Excellency had quite
Lo " finished; the people shouted; the in's rubbed their
T hands; the out's shook their heads; the Government
o party said there never was such a good speech;
the opposition declared there never was such a .

bad one,...’
American Notes, 1931 editiom, p. 21.

After the’ reading of the Governor's speech, Pineo was
sworn into officse.

| E ”'.‘ From 'H\‘ ﬂTm»T&s of 'H\E— L/?:shﬂm Caw\c.

THURSDAY, 2ist JANUARY, 1847. . , 13

l{mu) G. Pinco, Esquire, was introduced and presented his Mandamus—the Mr. Pinco tak.
same was read ; whcrvupon the Oath of Allegiance and the Cath of Office were ©Otbe

administered to hln\,.und.lh«u giving an«lroc(lvnn'»salutalunnsto and from the Mem-
Iwm present, his seat was assigned to him next to Mr. Crichton.

-~ John 18 Fairbanks, Ilbqlurc, was introducal and presented his Mandamas—the Me Fanants
same was read 5 whercapon the Oath of Allegianee iond tha Gath of Gilice were ad- 93t
ministered to him, and alter giving and r(:c(:ivin;; salutations (o and from the dem-

* hers present, his scat was assigned (o him next to Mr. Pinco.
_'llu'. Vilitress of this lhxus¢“1n His 12 \Lvlhll(j the Licutenant-Governor in an
(o His BExeellenevt ™ wening of the Session, was by ord-

Y aben B resident

Pineo's first official activity in the Legislative
Courcil ‘was to serve, with the Hon. Michael Topin, Jr., of Hali fax,
and the Hon. Staley Brown of Yarmouth

Accounts. At the same time,

.

, on the Committee of Public
January 27th, he was named to a select
committee on "A Bill entitled, An Act relating to the Burial Ground
near the Town Plot of Cornwallis." This was the modest beginning

of 28 years' leglslatlve service in Nova Scotia.

A month later Pineo presented the petition of James
Chappell seeking aid in the running of a "Packet between the
Bay of Verte and Prince Edward's Isgland." Then,

on March 11th,
he was granted a leave of absence from the Counc11 "to return home
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on urgent private business," along with the Hon. Alexander Campbell
of Tatamagouche.

During the first decade of Pineo's acﬁive political career,
events followed much the same course as in 1847. He supported the
Tory party in the Council. He fought on their behalf through three
election campaigns (1847, '51, '55) and two by-elections (1852, '57).
He became a life member of the exctusive Halifax Club., He procured
official favors for his family: his son Henry, Jr., became United-
States Consular Agent in Halifax (1853) while Mrs. Pineo's brother-
in-law, Levi Borden, was made Postmaster at Pugwash in 1847, an office
filled by him and hiszson Stanley into the'present qpntury. He :
dismissed plans for provincial railway construction as a "railroad
bubble" (1854) but gave a boost to women's rights in 1858 by
declaring his belief in a deserted female's right to own pn)perfy.

He supported the monetary change from the British pound to decimal
curréncy, yet he had only contempt for universal suffrage.

It was this last subject that brought Pineo to thg‘brink
of pplitical disaster and prominence. His continual support of the
Tories had made him an instant enemy of the great Joseph Howe, As the
leader of the reform-minded Liberals., Howe despised the old Tory
Establishment with which Pineo, the one-time poor man, felt so ,
comfortable. In 1851, Howe visited Pugwash for a political meeting.
His supporters greeted him with flags while the local Tories (with

Pineo's knowledge and perhaps even support) burnt him in effigy.

Nevertheless, in 1859, Pineo and Howe became unusual allies,
and universal suffrage was their common ground. Charles Tupper of
Cumberland was nov a power in the colonial Government. Shortly before
the calling of an election in 1653, Tupper had persuaded the Tory
Administration to push through a measure that brought about universal
male suffrage in Nova Scotia. Pineo had held the party line and voted
for the bill but it caused him no end of agony to do so. He could
never accept the idea that two of his own landless laborers should be
entitled to outvote him, a self-made man who was contributing to the
economy of the province. He said later:

...the universal suffrage act was the worst law
that ever passed this Legislature.

(Legislative Council Debates, 1860, p. )
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Is it right to allow Tom, Dick, or Harry, who are
the next thing to transient paupers, to swamp all
the influence of men of property and standing in

the community at elections?

(Ibid., p. 50.)

Is it right and just that a man who is a beggar
-should have as much influence at elections as-a
man worth 10,000, thereby nullifying a respectable
freeholder's vote? I think not. :

(Tbid., p. 53.)

PlnLO appears to have chafed under the heavy hand of the
youthful Charles mupper who had assumed Alexander Stewart's control
of the Tory party in Cumberland County. Pineo was, after all, the
county's senlor active polltlclan..”hls, coupled with his hatred of
universal suf;rage, led hinm 1nto a risky: course of action that he
somehow managed to survive. Hls annoyance with Tupper became s0 acute
that he decided the man’ had to go. Accordlngly, when an election was
called in 1859, Plneo caused local eyes to bllnk when he bolted to
the leeral side. Those eyes nearly popped at Plneo‘s next move; he
invihted the formeér premier, Willlam .Young of Inverness, to contest
Cumberland County: agalnst,Tupper in. the hope that Tupper might be
unseated. Therein lay Pineo's revenge. o

Mr. Young welcomed the invitation to run in Cumberland. The
Liberals were in great disfavor with the Roman Catholics of
. Nova Scotia just then and Young, a Protestant, had represented the
predominantly Catholic constituency of Inverness for 23 years..His
chances for re-election there looked slim. With Pineo as his chief
advocate,-Young tackled the Cumberland electorate with whom Tory
Tupper was so popular. But, Liberal spirits were high. A party poet
penned this warning to Tupper.

Oh, doctor! oh, doctor! beware of the day

When the Cumberland Liberals rush to the fray -

When the blood of the Morses wild courscs the vein,
And the war-cry, just vengeance, is raised by McLean;
When the Pineos marshal their foes to the fi ght,

And the disfranchised answer, that Might is not Right,
And’ the very roads bellow, Zive, give us our due,
Youn hopes my dear Doctor, 1ook wonderful blue. *

(NOVASCOTIAN, 20 June 1859.)
- The canpalgn roared on. Pineo found himself the subject of
bitter attacks by his former Tory frlends. A writer in the MORNING

* Morse and McLean were well-known Cumberland Liberals.
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CHRONICLE recalled the mood after the passage of several years.

Charles Tupper said of you (Pineo),
during the election contest of 1859, when you
deserted him and united with Chief Justice Young,
that "you had abandoned the Conservative Party;
that you were a despot desirous of ruling the
county ; and that because he (Tupper) would not
consent to become your tool, and would not do as
you desired him to do, therefore you abandoned
his party.". And over the county of Cumberland,
during the contest of '59, Tupper was your ‘
assailant, and you were depicted by him as the
autocratic and self-constituted demigod of Pugwash.

‘ (Sept. 2, 1867.)

After the totals had been tallied on Election Day, and
protests had been heard, it was found that Cumberland had elected two
Tories and one Liberal. Both Young and Tupper won seats, with  the
former receiving the greatest share of the votes. Pineo had failed to
engineer the unseating of Tupper, but his efquts to do s0 had at
least this effcct: it was the only time in his political career that
Tupper did not stand f;rst on the poll. Moreover, Young assumed office
as premier of a new Liberal Government. Because he had Varranged!
Young's persoﬁal election, Pineo was elevated to a position of
~influence in both Cunberland and the Legislative Council.

. In 1860, at the first session of thc Legislative Council
uilder the Young Administration, Pineo tried unsuccessfully to use his
new power to repeal the universal suffrage act. On March 13th, he
procented for debate a bill that would reintroduce a property
qualification for voters. On April 7th, he discussed what he saw as
the evils of universal suffrage and, when a Tory member accused hinm of

being two-faced because he had supported the:univcrsal suffrage act,
.Pineo responded, in part: |

The hon. gentleman opposite (hon. Mr. Dickey) has

.~ Baid that I voted for the universal suffrage bill.
It is true I did vote for it, but I have repented
it ever since. I was not aware when I gave ny vote
in its favor that it would become so obnoxious and
would carry with it so many evils. Am I to be told
thercfore that because I did wrong once, that I an
to be prohibited from doing what is right now? I
acknowledge that I did vwrong in the first instance;

. - but by now introducing another bill and voting for
it T intend to rectify the evil occasioned by it.
Do not let it be considered that we have no right
-to retrace our steps, and pass a bill to remnedy the
evils. under which seven-eighths of tho population
of this country are now groaning.

(Legislative Council Debates, 1860, p. 53.)
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Pineo's arguments failed to sway the Tory majority in the Council.
Members there finally divided along party lines (10 Tories vs. 9
Governnent supporters, including Pineo) and voted to shelve the bill
until after the Council was adjourned! Thus, the neasure died.

So did Pineo's brief claim on power. Premier Youir had his
eye on another job. In July, 1860, Chief Justice Sir Brenton Hallibur-
ton passed away; in August, Young - at his own wish - succceded while
the premicership passed to the Liberal party's torchbearcr, Joscph
Howe. Un&ef a Howe. Adnministration, there was little promise of power
for an old political foe like Henry Pineo.

'Throughout 1861 and 1862, Pineo naintaincd a quiet,
réstrainéd support of the Howe Governuoent. He described hioself at
thls time as an indepoendent member of the Legislative Council. He
attemptcd to have Cunberland County exciopted from the Statute Labor
Law which required pcople to provide for the inprovement of public
roads running past their propepties. He argued for a ncasure that
would free Justices 6f the Peace fronm pre-trial comnunication with
plaintives and defendants. Theﬁ, 1863 broke and Pineo found himself
at thec center of a fierce political controversy.

As noted before, Joscph Howe, for all of his reform and
liberal ideas, agreed with Pinco's stand against univcrsal suffrage.
Thcrefore; during the last lcgislative seszion before an 1863
elcection, he introduced-a neasure sinilar to the unsuccessful bill
pushed'by Pineo in 1860. Therc was just onc diffcrence; wherc the
Tories had been in control of thQ&Councii, the Liberals now held a
one-vote najority that depended upon Pineo's support.

Howe's ncasurc was rcferred to as the new Franchise Bill.
By its terms, a properiy qualification or its equivalent would be
necessary bcefore a man could clain the right to the franchise. If it
passcd, hundreds would lose their right to vote. This bill was
coupled with another one called the Representation Bill which would
alter nonbership in the House of Assenbly and Wlth which Pinea was
not in agreenent. |

Getting his franchise neasure through the Housé of Assenbly
posed litth:troublc for Howe. The Logislative Council was wherc

things looked tidely, ang Charlcs'Tﬁppor, for the Torics, was
Ilguvtag Lhe bill on all frontn_, et
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The Governnent had onky a narrow najority in the
House, but sufficient to carry this neasure. It had
a najority of only one in tho Logislativo Council,
but this was enough, inaspuch as each supporter had
been carefully canvassed upon the franchise question
and his support pledged. Tupper violently invelghed
against this neasure as shutting out fron the
exercise of the rights of citizenship young nren of
intelligence, including college students, teachers,
and apprentices. He realized that he could not
defeat the measure in the House, so he directed his
attention to the Council.. : ' ;o

Sir Charles Tuppor, Hon. J.¥W. Longley,
Oxford University Pross, London & Toronto, 1928,

pp. 26=27.

To ensurc the Liberaié of Pineo's vote, party officials
invited the honorable nembor from Cunberland (his official
designation wgs Waliace) to privafo meetingé and consulted him on a
nunber of matters concerning the county. Personal attention was to be

Howe's tactic. Aftcr two years of cool rclations, Pineo found hinself

swept into Howe's circle on a red carpet.' ‘

But Tuppor also had plans for Pineo. With the help of
Al fred G. Jones, a prominent Halifax businessnan, Tupper tried to woo
his fellow Cumberlandian back to~£ﬁe Tory fold. Success in doing so
would %tip the Council najorityAin_that party's favor, and Howe's
neasure would be dcfeated. | ‘

Pineo had given his word to the Liberals that he would
support the change in the universal’éuffrago act and, in private
neetings, Tupper could not persuade hin to rcnege on that promise.
However, Pinco was by nature and by fact a}COnservative; he belonged
in the Tory party. Tupper played upon this point and, using his
abundant energy and nagnetisn, he encouraged Pineo to return to the
Tory side of the Council. More inportantly, he clicited fron Pineo a
pledge to support an arniendnent to Howe's Franchise Bill that would
postponc its coming into opcration until after the pending election.
Thereby, those pecople who were about to be disfranchised could still
express thelr disapproval of Howe at the polls, the Tories would pick
up those votes, and thus would forn the next Governnent. N

All of these deliberations were carried out in' the
strictest secrccy. Howe and the Liberals had 1little recason tao sﬁspect
what was about to happen to them. Indeed, events began as the
Liberals had programned then. On Friday, April 17, 1863, with all
councillors prcsent, the second reading of .the Franchise Bill was
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was voted by the Legislative Council; Pineo.backod the Liberals ac he
had promised so that thej'carried the declsion'by a count of 11 ?O 10.

It was on Saturday that Pineo dropped his bonb. Anothor
M.L.C. from Cumberland County, Hon. R. Barry Dickey, moved Tupper's.
ancndm ht to delay the effect of the new Franchise Bill until after
the approaching election. Ten - councillors voted for the motion'

Hon. Messrs. Mather B. Almon, of Halifax,
Willian A. Black, of Halifax,
Staley Brown, of Yarmouth,
John Creighton, of- Lunenburg,
. .R. Barry Dickey, of. Anherst,
.. .. John Holmes, of Pictou,
) Alexander Keith, of Halifax,:. -
Edward Kenny, of Halifax, .
President of the Leglslatlve Counc1l
and HENRY G. PINEO,-of Wallace. PR

Ten voted against the amendment:

Hon. Messrs. John H. Anderson, of Halifax,
Receiver Gcncral
Thormas D. Archibald, of Sydney,
Anseln  F. Coneau, of Clare,
Charles Dickie, of Cornwallis,
Jonathan McCully, of Halifax,
Solicitor General,
Richard A. McHeffey, of Windsor,
‘William McKeen, of Mabou,
Archibald Patterson, of Tatamagouche,
Frcenan Tupper, of Liverpool,
and ¥Willian C. Whitman, of Annapolls.

Committce chairman, Hen. Robert M. Cutler, of Guysborough, broke the
tiec by casting the deciding vote in favor of thc anendment. Solicitor
General McCully tried to have the Council adjourn before second
rcading of the amendnent, Emt was voted down, 11 to 10. Finally, by
the same count, the anendnent received sccond recading approval. With
that, the Liberals went into shock.

Sunday was thc calm before the storm. Onec can inagine frantic
closed-door cetings betwecen Promicr Howe and his Cabinct, When the
Council met on Monday, the 20th, the Solicitor Gencral noved for
rceconsidceration of the ancndnent but was again defeated by an 11=10

vote.

The furious editor of the Liberal varty organ, the MORNING

CHRONICLE initiated Tucsday's activity. In that day's papcr, he

attacked thc wayward Pinco with an energy as stinging as it was blunt.
Hon. Mr. Dickey then noved a clausc to

prevent the (Franchise) Bill coxning into operation
previous to Junc, 1864: this was scconded by Hon.
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Mr. Almon, and upon tlpe division being taken,

Hon. MR. PINEO LEFT THE GOVERNMENT PARTY AND

VOTED WITH THE OPPOSITION. This, it seems, was
rather unexpected to the Government. For we aré
informed that he again and again verbally promised,
nay, had VOLUNTEERED AN ASSURANCE IN WRITING, but a
day or two previously, to a leading member of the
Government, that he WOULD SUSTAIN THE FRANCHISE BILL,
although he should feel it his duty to act a neutral
part ‘as regarded the Representation Bill. The
President of the Council also voted against the
Government in committee. The amendment was thus
carried by the casting vote of Mr. Cutler, the
chairman,

e s o0 e

It appears that Mr. Pineo has throughant
the session attended the confidential meetings of
the . Government and assisted in preparing and
perfecting these two Bills as Government measures,
and as regards the Franchise Bill, up to the moment
of his voting with the opposition, never so much as
hinted to a member of the administration.his
intentions. As may easily be imagined, his conduct
has brought .down upon, him the attention of men of
all parties in this city as it will that of thousands
in the country who-knew little of his previous o
career. He has not volunteered a word or a syllable
of explanation, and for the best of all reasons
probably -~ for it would be difficult to imagine
what a man placed in such circumstances can say.

Whether the House will accept or reject
this amendment, we are unable to say; but most
assuredly, the party who sustain the Government
throughout this Province will not readily forget
the action of one who, uninvited, came to them a
few years ago, who has shared their confidence up
to the very hour when his vote might have saved the
measures of the Administration in the Legislative
Council, and then, without a hint or a warning,
betrays the trust. Nay, more - the friends of the
Government, and the friends of the country, will
not lower their flag, nor bate their breath a
whit, for this. We never saw the party in better
spirits, nor more cheerful, in our lives, than they
were all day yesterday. They had a meeting in the
morning, and decided upon the policy to be adopted -
and, so far as we can learn, the respective members -
declare that their prospects for success were never
better than at this moment. Now that the Opposition
have adopted the principle of the new Franchise Act,
whether it pass, or whether it do not, they are
equally committed to it. By the bill, as it stood,
the first elections would have been run under; as it
stands nov, if rejected by the House, it is the bill
as the Opposition are willing to have it; if accepted
it will be the law, by their action, from and after
June, 1864. Whether accepted or rejected, alike,
every body can probably Eive a reason for the course

H
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pursued, but ONE MAN, one only. Ve have no desire
to attract towards him more public attention than
his conduct will necessarily provoke. We- have no
wish to make more pungent the self-inflicted torture,
which his 8ad career 1is already too readily producing.
Perhaps he is rather to be pitied now, than censured.
His own reflections, if a spark of manly generous
emotion remains unextinguished within his bosom -
hias own future reflections in all time coming, will
canstitute enough, ay, more than enough, of the
severest of all punishments. He has gone to-the place
- from whence he. came. Hist, and silence! One thing
. 4is clear - difficulties never discourage the party -
_who act with us - they but nerve then to deeds of
"higher daring. It will be so in this instance.. Lock
to it, friends, and determine that it shall be s0 -~
.and it will be so.

A copy of this paper came into Pineo's hands shortly after

‘the MORNING CERONICLE appeared on the street. Within hours he rose

in the Legislative Council, paper in hand, to make an angry retort.
His speech was accorded the rare distinction of being given front
page coverage by the. BRITISH COLONIST in an age when the front page.'-
of a newspaper was usually devoted to advertising.

¥embers of the Council had been discussing the Franchise
Rill and “their dialogue was preserved by tho BRITLISH COLONIST (9 May
1863) , '

(The debate has been printed on the following colored
pages. The story of Pineo's controversial nmove in 1863 continues on

the next white page.) -
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The bill was taken up to be read as finally amended when

HON. MR. PINID said: - I beg leave to make a few
observations before the bill is finally passed. I observe in the
"Morning Chronlcle," which I presume is the Government organ, that
oy name 1s mado use of in reference to this bill. I suppose I cannot
complain much of this as public men are publié-prpperty. There are,
however, one or two remarks, in the paper to whigh I.réfer, which
require some explanation. I beg leave in the first place to say that
I am not making these observations to elicit any discussidn, but
nerely to set myself right as to the course I have taken in reference
to that bill. I voted for the bill, assisted to carry it through
this house, and also voted for the last amendment, and I think I
have been borne out in voting for that amendment by the manner in
which the House of Assembiy,have received it. It scems that whatever
course we have taken in this house has been unanimously'ggreed to by
the lower house without a_di&ision. I an quite willing to let'my
conduct be scrutinized by the public, and to leave then to judgevme
by ny acts.

The editorial of this paper refers to the bill 11 the first
place, ‘and then to ne, and does not °peak in very pleasant -
tones as regards the honorable President. I think, however, that he
is quite able to take care of himself, and I know that he'is s0 wmuch
nore capable of defending himself than I am, that I shall limit
nyself to a few renarks in justification of ny own position. This
editoricl says: - "Hon. Mr. Dickey then noved a clause to prévent the
bill couning into operation previous to June 1064; this was seconded
by Hon. Mr. Almon and the division being taken, Hon. MR. PINED LEIT
THE GOVERNMENT PARTY AND VOTED WITH THE OPPOSITION. This, it seens,
was rather uncxpected to the Government. Tor we are informed that he
.again and again verbally promised, nay, had volunteered an assurance
in writing, but a day or two previously, to a leading mcmber of the
Government, that he would sustain the Franchise Bill, although he
should feel it his duty to act a neutral part as regarded the
Representation Bill."

Now, let us see how far I have deviatedlfrom that promise.
Will any hon. gentlenan say that I have not supported that bill, that
I have not fulfilled that promise? This article says that I promised
a day or two before that I would support the bill. I did 50, and |

supported it to the very last. The reason I voted for the last clause
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was because 1 observed as the bill went through Committee, that in
place of having a general aspect it disfranchised some bhundreds of
persoﬁs - about 1728‘e who were jindependent men, freeholders, and men
of property, besides the others whom it was intended to disfranchise.
When I found out that it had sich a baneful influence, I thought it
but just and right that its operation should be suspended, until
everyone should become acquainted with it.

. Another objection 1 had to its going into immediate |
operation was because it contained two franchises. Complaints came in *
that the bill disfranchised many more»than was anticipated. When my ‘;f{
hon. colleague produced those documents and proved this fact, could"'
vote for the bill going into immediate operation? I promised to '
support the pill, but I never promised to vote for its having an
jmmediate effect, pefore I could become acquainted with its practical
working. It appeared, as the bill went through committee, that it
established one franchise to govern the first glection, and another
to govern at the next. I thought it fair for one party as the other,
that the operation of the bill should be delayed wntil matters could
be arranged so that both parties would have a fair chance. On that
principle I voted for the amendment, and it appears that it was not
so unacceptable, for it has been endorsed in the Lower House. The
amendment, therefore, having been accepted by the Assembly, I think
the editor of this paper might have saved himself the trouble of
making‘these remarks.

The editor says, "Mr. Pineo left the Governﬁent party and
voted with thé Opposition." I want to know on what grounds this
assertion is made. I want to know when I was ever with them, to vote
otherwise than as an hounest and independent mermaber. I have yet to ¢
learn that I was ever tied to any mortal men or government. I have
always acted fearlessly and independently of any party or governmentkf
(Hear, hear, from the Opposition.) I have had the honor of a seat here,

sir, for about 17 years, and I think I can refer to every vote I have

- given up to the present moment, and can ask any hon. géntleman to

point out one in which I have not been consistent. I have ende avored
to act on my own privileges, and have voted in all cases, as bills
commended thenselves to ny judgnent, fearless and regardless of
consequences. I have endeavored to protebt the interests of the
people I represent, first of those of my own county, and then of the
Province at large.
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In this case when I made the -discoveries I did, I felt it
to be my duty to vote for the amendment. 'l found“that thg bilt
disqualified 96 men in the county of Cunberland - all free-born
electors. I will explain briefly how I arrived at this conclusionr
In the three districts to which my hon. colleague referred, the
following nunber of persons of ﬁhai'dcscription would be
disfranchised by the bill: in No. :1 .District, 13, - in No. 3, &, -
in No. 4, 7, - in all 24. As there are 12 polling dbstricts in the
county, and the average numbéf"disfranchised in each of these three
districts is 8, multiplying.the 8 by 12, you have 96, as the total
number of such persons disfranchised in the whole county. Supposing
the sane average to exist, iﬁ'other counties I found that the bill
vould disqualify in all 1728 honest industrious men. In the
Province of Nova Scotla, of those who had cleared the land in the-
first instance, and were now living comfortale with the children.
Many of these men had divided their property among their children,
and therefore would have no votes undcr the bill. For this reason I
found it was necessary to.defer the bill until all should have a fair
chance.

There is another rcmark in this paper to which I shall call
attention. This writer says: :

"It appears that Mr. Pineo has throughout the session
attended the confidential meetings of the Government, and assisted
in preparing and perfecting these two Bills as Government measures,
and as regards the Franchise Bill, up to the moment of his voting
with the Opposition never so much as hinted to a member of the
administration his intentions. fAs may easily be imagined, his conduct
has brought down upon him the attention of mcn of all parties in this
city, as it will that of thousands in the country who knew little of
his previous carcer. He has not volunteered a word or a syllable of
explanation, and for the best of all reasons probably ~ for it would
be difficult to 1ma51nc what a man placed in such circumstances can
say."

Now, I am going to say to the editor, as well as to hon.
gentlemen here, that I am not in that enviable position that I
cannot make an explanation. I think I can give that explanation, and
that he will be induced to talke ny account of it, and if I do not

state facis here, I shall be zresmrtahis answerable for it hereafter,
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This article says that I assisted in perfecting these two
bills. I had nothing to do with perfecting them. They never came
under discussion before me, and for the best of all reasons because
I never went where I knew they woulq.bg_discussed. I have been at
meetings of the Government party,'bqtjwhen these measures were
talked of I always left, because 1 was satisfied that one of them
at least would be injurious,

I could say something more than that, only I think it
unnecessary. 1 was requested - I will not say by .whom, but I was
requested before I left home to come down a little sooner than I did.
Unforeseen cirdéumstances prevented my coming then, but on my way
down I picked up a paper, and read the opening speech of His
Excellency. In-that I observed that a bill of this nature was to be
introduced, also, a Representation Bill and a Railway Bill. I did
not ask any questions about these bills. I was not in the Government
secrets, and was never consulted on the matter. I .was present on one
occésion when the Representation Bill was talked of, and I was shown
two lines and asked which had better be adopted. I pointed out one
line and said that line would give the fairest division, if the
county is to be divided. That is all I know respecting that bill.

I was present at one of the meetings of the Government
parties in regard to the Franchise Bill, but only just in time to be
asked one question. I was asked in rceference tc the Volunteers,
whether I thought any difference should be made between them and
others with regard to the franchise. My answer ﬁas that I thought it
better that they should be trecated in the samc way as other celectors.

In reference to the Railway BillsI felt satisfied that I
could not support then.

' The Franchise Bill canmc up here. I was anxious to get rid
of universal suffrage. A motion was made to throw out the bill on its
sccond reading., I opposcd it and spoke in favor of the bill. The
observations I then made’ will come under the notice of the public
hercafter. I contended that the bill should go to comnmittee. ]

It will be recollocted that the .debate on that occasion was
adjourncd. The day after the adjpurnﬁent I observed that the
Representation Bill was in progréés, and had been laid on the table
of the other house. I made mysclf acquaihted with the object of that
bill, and began to think a littlec about its practical worldng, and
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why it wss brought in at this particular time. I would not go to the

meetings of the Government party where the bill was discussed, and I

had to consider whether I could:stand here an independent man to do

that which is right between man and man, and support a bill intended

to:cut.and carve Countles to sult party. purposes. I said no, and I

sat: down and’ wrote the follow1ng letter to the Attorney General: -
April 15, 1863.

My dear Sir, .- The Frabchise Bill now before the
House has my support.

On the grounds of con51stency, I cannot
support the Representation Bill. I opposed the last
one introduced by Dr. Tupper, and to support the
present one would place me in a stultifying position
before the public. The most I can do for it, if it
comes before the Leglslatlve Council, is to observe

: neutrallty..

As for the Railway Bills,.I -am bound. to
observe consistency with my former votes on such
matters, and therefore I cannot support the present
Bills.

I mention this for your informatlon,.and
remain, ' -
' Your obedient servant,
H.G. Pineo.

To the Hon. Attorney-General.
That was the first step. I found that the Government were
still pressing the bill on, and as I did not wish to deceive them, I
wrote'them the following second letter: -

April 16, 1863.
My Dear Sir, -

In case you should be of opinion from my
remarks yesterday in reference to the Representation
Bill, that I should observe neutrality, I beg to say
that I have given the matter my serious consideration,
and on the ground of consistency, I shall feel bound
to record my vote against it, if it comes before the
Legislative Council, on the same principle that I
voted against one of a similar character introduced
by the late Government on the eve of the last
General Election,

- I remain, your obedient servant,
H.G. Pineo

To Hon. Attorney General.

On the 16th April, after writing this letter, I had an
interview with the Attorney General, and I asked him if he had got my
note. He said that he had, and regretted that I had not informed him
sooner that I would oppose the Representation Bill. He said, I suppose
you will support the Franchise Bill? I said, Yes, according to my
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promise. I make these observations that the people of this country
may know that ir .lace of deviating from anything that I promised, I
have acted on a fair, independent principle, and am prepared to meet
ahy charge of incon51stency both here and elsewhere.u' '

The' only question eventually to"be considered is whether I
am to act with the 1ndependence ‘which has characterized my conduct
for 17 years, or whether I am to-act as if I had been bereft of my
senses, and be dragged into the mire. and qulcksands to play the game

of "Follow my leader." L

I owe no nan Jin the world., Not a living soul can claim
anything of ne nelther in the shapé of money, property, frlendshlp,
nor liabilities. S

I stand here independentaof the world to support that
wvhich is wxmwgy zmt ¥ txExk right,;gndrté'dcnoupce that which is
wrong, and I 'trust that the sanme princ_iples will guide ne in
legislative nmatters during ny few remaining days as. has done hitherto.

. As this editor sejs;'I haﬁe offered no .explanation nor

given anyAreasons Tor recording oy vote in favor of.the suspending
clause. I trust the facts.I have now stated will convince hin and a
discerning pﬁblic that I had just reasons to act On ny own independence,
exercising ny own dellberate judgnent irrespective of any governnent
or party. 4

HON, SOL GEN. - The cdurseé, which the hon. gentlenan who
has Just addressed the House has taken, inposes on ne one of the most
palnful duties I have been called upon to dlocharbe in my place in
this Legislature, and I have no doubt, as I regard the:countenances
of hon. gentlenmen on both sides, that They quite agree withme in the
renark which I have just made. There are. delicate ties, whi ch control
nen of honorable minds, that are not in harmony with this kind of
dlscu881on. I intend to reply to this address in a cool, and
dispassionate nanner. As the hon. gentlenan has undortaken to define
his position with regard to two measures, it devolves on ne as a
menber of the Government to pake certain exnlanatlons. With sone
things that he said I quite agree. As regards a large portion of the
facts I an content that the country should Judge hin by his own
statenent. S

The .hon. gentlenan has inforned us-that he is independent of
the world - independent in a Doney point of view, independent as
regards the friendship of any nan in it. I do not envy hin his
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position. A man that - :
"HON. MR. PINEO. - Perhaps the hon.: ‘Sol. Gen. has misunder-
stood me. I did not mean to say that I was independent of any nan's
friendship, and if I said 8o, I beg leave to correct nyself. I
intended to say that I was 1ndependent of the fecr of any body. I am

Telaca

ready to reciprocate every honest nan's friendship. .
HON. SOL. GEN. - I am free to cive the hon. gentleman the

.benefit of any explanation he can make. He stands in need of it,as

all muet adnit.
But I will state here what cannot be gainsaid by him, that

as regards these two measures he has been in the entire confidence of
the - administration, has all along affected to be friendly and’ '

,reciprocate their friendship, and that he has been 1nv1tcd to attend

at all their private neetings and discussions.
HON. MR. PINEO - I never saw thé bill till it came here,
HON. SOL. GEN. ~ I affirm what every gentleman in political
life well knows, that there is in this country a Government party and
an Opposition party. '

’ The Government of a freo country like ours cannot be .
conducted without such an arrangemecnt. These gentlemen 1n.their
respectivefspheres are free to act. This Government is conducted on
the sanme principies that prevail wherever British Institntions exist.

In order to prepare their nmeasures for the Legislature, it
is the duty, and becomes the necessity on the part of the Government,
to consult that class of politicians, who confide in then, and for
which they receive in exchange the confidence, and advise in disposing
of the patronage of the government. The:hon. gentlenan has for the
last four years to the knowledge of every public man, and as far as I
know up to vithin the last three days, acted with the governaent
party, and sustained then in their pnblic policy. There is no use
trying to disguise what is fact, and that cannot bec contradicted or
denied. He has himself given the proof of this, for he has told us
that he was invited by the leader of the Govermnent to attend here,
in order that he might be consulted with regard to that class of
neasurcs which it is the duty of the government to submit to the
Legislature. The invitation was extended ‘to hin, because ¢ possensed'
the confidence of the government, and the governmnent were led to-

believe they possessed his, and therefore rested on hin for support -
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not for a slavish support - but for his advice and assistance to

carry thclr measures. ' '

HON. MR. PINEO - Allow me to ask one question. You say I
'ﬁa; iﬁVieed to attend horc. Was that the time to insult ne before the

country, after you had prepared the neasures yourselves?

’ " HON. SOL. GIN. - I have not sought this discussion. The hon.

gentieman hinself has introduced it. I do not want to press on hin.

I say that he received the confidence of the governnent and that, he
;was invited to be here before the House opened to assist in maturlng
thc neasurcs of the govermnent. I am prepared to say that he enjoyed
the confidence of the government in the preparatian of their measures,
"emphatically s0 with regard to the Franchise bill and the
Representatlon bill. , :

I nay add here in passing that but for what the hon.
gentlenan has just said, I should not fecel nyself at liberty to state
: Lhefe what I should have always‘considered as strictly confidenvial
between hin and the gOVOrnnent. ’

He informed the leader of the government that he could not
sustéin'his,Rallway policy, and I ask hin if the leader of the
governnent pressed on him the weight of one fecather for support to
" that policy.‘I have the authority of the leader of the government to
say that he necver did, but wvithout complaint or remonstfance of any
+"lind left hin to act out his own free will and plecasure. -

: He was consulted with regard to the Franchise bill, and
" “invited to the consultations of the governnent party respecting it,

The necasure was prepared after grave deliberation, and not until he
had pledged hineelf to support it, was it laid beforc the Legislature,
The Government had the fullest confidence from his own statcments,
thét he would sustain both the Franchise and the Representation bills.
That being the case, I ask cught it to be a matter of surprime that
his conduct on Saturday last should be the subject of public-comment -
‘not of coarse invective, but of fair rcmarks and criticism? Ought not
the people to know why and how it has come to pass, that the mcasurcs
of the governnent have becn partially-dofeated by a gentieman who had
been attending their private and confidential ncetings, and votlng
with them up to the last hour?

Now, sir, the hon. gentleman has brought here and read

letters, and while I am sorry in onc respect that he has done s0, I an




Cc-22

glad in another. He treated the Attorney Genoral but fairly, when, if
having changcd his mlnd ‘he told hin that he would not support the
Representatlon bill. I have not so ouch fault to find with hin-on
that ground and I do not think that any noember of thé- administration
would have found nuch fault with him, if that had beon all, and yet
:he was ih our confidence - sat in our councils when that: bill was
under dlscussion, knew the course which was to be taken, and after it
had been laid on the table of the House of Assembly, then.for the
first time he informs the Attorney General that he must: stand neutral.
If the hon. gentleman was going to tell what occurred, he:should have
told all. He should have told that he acted as a committee -man to
-a551st in preparlng that very bill. ' ) . ‘ ‘

HON. ‘MR, PINEO - I ask when, where?

HON. SOL., GEN., - Does the hon. gentleman ask me when,
where? I am sorry that he should ask such ‘a ‘question.: Why, sir, I can
produce him the minutesp made in his own hand-writing, his own’
figures on the subject. He went out as one of a committee to report.
upon and prepare that very bill.

HON. MR. PINEO - I never went out on a committee on thdat -
bill. Mr. Blanchard asked me one day to step into your office -

(HON. PRESIDENT here called to order.) '

"HON. SOL. GEN. - What I was about to say was this: At the
meeting of the Government party a committee was appointed to go ocut
and prepare a representation bill. They went out and made a repert,
and I have the figures made by the hon. gentleman himself as member
of that committee, and I saw them this very day, and can produce themn
if required. Co ' S

He says the committee met at my office. I do not know where
they met, but the broad facts which I have stated cannot be denied.

HON. MR. BROWH - Are you quite certain when that committee
was appointed? . '

HON, SOL. GEN. - Yes, and I again say the committee went’
out to collect materials for a representation bill, and advise the
Government as to its principles. I regret that I am compelled to
disclose confidential matters, but as part has been told, all must be
told now. The hon. fentleman was one of a conmittee with four ar five
others, and they brought in a report. '

HON. MR. PIFEO - Brought in a report - a report with my
name to it}
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HON. SOL. GEN., - I do not say a ertten report The question
referred to the committee was whether three member countles should be
lelded 1nto three electoral divisions or into two. The committee
decided against district representation, and in favor of one county
and two dlstrlct members, instead of -three dlstrlct members. The bill
was accordingly prepared in accordance with that report and submitted

to the Leglslature. On the 15th of April .for the first tlme, and after
the measure had been.prepared -and submitted, the hon. dxmhzn gentleman
from Pugwash wrote a letter to .the Attorney Gen. in which he states
that he is prepared '"to support the Franchise bill," but asks to stand
neutral as regards. the Representatlon blll This was rather a startling
announcement but on the 16th April he changes hlS position a little,
and wrltes the Attorney Gen. a second 1etter stating that "for fear
he should bé.misunderstood,"” he should find it necessary "to oppose
the bill." It then began to be suspected,that_he was not dealing
-honestly>andifair1y, and immediately after these facts came to the
knowledge of the Government, the Attorney General waited on him :
personally, and he.then stated that "although he would oppose the
Representation Bill, he would support_the_Franohise'Bill as it then
was." i'havevthe authority of the Attorney General to make this
statement; and I have also the authority:of the Leader of the
Government»tolsay,~that‘he.also waited upon the hon. gentleman after
.the receipt of his second letter, and that to him he also personally
pledged himself to sustain the Franchise Bill as it then was.

I ask the people of this country then whether there is not

Jjust cause for coﬁplaint with such a course of conduct, - whether the
" hon. gentleman's action ought not to be subjected to an investigation,
which even yet I feel so reluctant to inflict?

The hon. gentleman says that he has supportod the bill. Has
he? Is that then his defence? Perhaps the bill is better as it now is,
but the hon. gentleman I regret to say, whether he did it intentionally
or not, has deceived those who confided in him and in his plighted
honor on this delicate and important matter. He gave thc government to
understand that he would sustain the bill in its integrity; as it had
tnen cone up from the other House. In addition to his'personal
assurances, I add, as authority for this, his own letter, in whicn,
unless he designedly purposed to deceive, he surcly would not have
said that he intended to support the bill, if he at the same time
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intended to vote for the amendment postponing its operation. If after

"-he had- been 1nvitod and, as he eays had decllned attending the

meetings with regard to the bill, he had said, "I have changed my mind, |
I cannot support the bill," even thcn there would not be BQ: much fault
found- with him, I have no he51tat10n, however, in saylng that. up to
‘the momcnt that he recorded his vote for the amondnont there was not
a 51ng1e membor of the government, who had the sllghtest hint-from him
that he dld not.intend to support the b111 in all 1ts 1ntegr1ty.

The country nmust now judge the hon. gentloman‘e~conduct T
havo very llttle nporec to say on the natter. : '

No»hlng in all ny public 11fe has ever palned ne ‘so much as
-that the hon. gentlenan should have placed hlmself in such a position
before the country. There are ties so0 sacred that a nan feels ‘hinself
humlllated by the nmere susp1c1on of hav1ng done anythlng derogatory
“to- hlS confldentlal associates, I ask hin whether the people of “this
canntry who sustain the governnent have not a just. rlght to require,

_atmy hands, an explanatlon of how it happened that the governnent

brought forward a measure, and failed to carry 1t at the last moment?

. The hon. gentleman tells us that. he 1s not gorng to. be '
dragged at the heels of a party. But he will not pretend to say that
any nenber of the Governnent has attenpted to excrt any unfalr
1nfluenco over him. :

He tells us that he is preparcd to take the responsrblllty
of what he has done. I am glad that his respons;blllty is not mine.

During the spooch of the hon. menmber, I hcard a gentlenan
opposite (Hon. Mr. Dickey) cry "Hear,hcar." I 1nterpret°d it as a note
of applause. I trust that few will be found to syﬂpath;so.w1th him.

- If the country, after hearing the hon. gentleman's own
version of the matter, can be satisfied with his course, =~ if he can
satisfy the people of this Province on cither side that he has done
what a great polltlcal party had a right ‘to cxpect fron hin, - that
his coursc has beon that of a high ninded, honorable gentlenan ‘:n
I shall not conplain. . : '

The hon. gentlcenman tolls us that he has supported the Bill
He knows that the sane clause movod by the hon. and 1oarned member for
Cunmberland was noved in the other House and reJected there. If to vote
for that clause was what hc meant when he said he would support the

Bill, then I say again his task will be to satisfy the public that he
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He says that the House of Assembly has sustained the
améndment, and he brings that forward as a proof of the correctness of
"his course.. He does not requlre to be told from me why the House of
“'Assembly were- satisfled with the amendment They ‘would" rather accept
it than lose the-Bill altogether. That 1s quite another thlng from the
Justification which he now attempts to make of haV1ng supported the
Bill., If he had voted that the Bill should not go into operatlon
until 1870, he would have supported it in the sense in which he now
defines his language, - but he has not supported 1t as he pledged )
-hlmself to do - as it was on.the table of the House. If there is any
mistake here it is not my mistake. I put it on hlS own letter that ‘he
promised to support ‘the measure as-the Government had matured it.

Hon. gentlemen have a right to dispose of thelr votes as
~ they think proper, but sorry should.I be if. any hon. gentleman could
convince this House, or any member of it, that the .conduct of the hon
gentleman from Pugwash has not been a gross breach of confldence -
one not likely to meet any very cordial response ;from any respectable
man of:any party., After the bill had passed one Branch, was;the,v
government to be told that it was no breach of confidence that so
important an alteration should be made in it by the:aotion of a
professed friend, when he knew that his single vote had, the effect of
carrying the measure which could not be cerried without .it. If the
hon. gentleman can make people belicve that, then T am under -an entire
misapprehension - a gross delusion. I do-not mean to say that ;because
a man has embarked on one side of politics, that therefore he is
forever -to remain there, but when he is about to..take such a step, he
should cortalnly abstain from accepting the confidence of the party to
which he has been previously attached. He should - -§lve a -proper and
suitable notice. , , o

In conclusion, I may say, that w1thout breech of confldonce
~-which ought to be sacred among gentlemen, it is dlff;cult to make
‘this casc as clecar to the country as it ought to be made. .

With these rcomarks I shall abstain from saying one word ;
more. I could not have said less, and I trust I have ‘not ;said a ward
that had better have remained unsaid.
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HON. MR, PINEO. - The hon. gentleman is striving hard to put
mo in a wroﬁgibosition. I ask the House, however, to say, if a
company or gdﬁcfnment, or any persons condﬁqtihé business, had a
friend a hundred miles away, and they’bring:down their measures and
say fhat they have matured them and do not take the trouble -to. consult

that frieond: when he is askoed to ondorse them, if he refuses, -

whether they consider his conduct monstrous or not

As regards the Bill before the House, I would notw te for
taking away the franchise of electeors without givihg them due notics.
I voted, howecver, for the principlec of tho bill. It is the principle

and not thc various clauses which arc discussed on the second reading,
:\and‘accordingly it wds the principle I spoko to, and voted for. When

i wrote to thc -Attorney-Goneral "The Franchisc Bill has mysvpport,"
did it mean thatTaftof:thq;bill.went to.c0mmittee, if I found that it
contained clauses cver so5absugd,‘I;waS still to votc for them? I was
in favor of the principle of the bill, and wished to make 1t as perfect
as possible. But when I found that, without a clause suspending its
operation, it had a most obnoxious offoct, that it deprived.old
settlers of that privilege whichEthoy were entitled to enjoy at the
end of their days, it scemed reasonable to me to vote to suspend the
opcration of thc bill, - particularly 80 when I found that some of my
friends in Cumbcrland would be Qiéfranchiscd by the bill. I have an
old friend in Amhcrst, and his hqﬂsg‘I élways make my home when there.
He has two sons, onc a mcrchant,.and the other a young man lately of
age, who at his dcath would be ﬁorth 4,000 cach, Both thesc young
men would be disfranchised by thé bill, and how could I go tbo their
father's housc if I votecd for the provisions of this infamous bill?
Was I to turn a brothcr's sons out of doors by votihg for any

infamous mcasurc concocted in my_abscnco? I would suffer martyrdom

first.

HON. MR. MCHEFFEY: I consider thc hon. gentloman's

cxplanation a vcry lamc one. On FTlday nlght aftor the bill had

passcd its sccond rcading, and I thought it was all safc, I heard
that there were suspicions of the hon. gcntluman's course with regard
to the Representation bill, and T sald to him, there are rumours that
you are going to opposc the chrosontatlon blli arc they correct?

He rcplied, "I shall votc agalnst 1t and do all in my power to

oppose it." I asked him his reasons. I said, you assistod in preparing
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that bill, particularly as regards tho County of Cumborland.:Hgvsaid,
nyos, 1 did; somo person showed me a map and asked mo which would be
the best line." I said, ‘"how can you then go against.that bil?" lo
-said, "I am- going with you on the Franchise bill." Now he cells it an

- infamous bill.: .
BON. MR. PINEO: I mecan that it is an infamous bill without

the suspending clause. _

HON. MR. MCHEFFEY: You were well pleased with the.billAthen.

HON.:MR,. PINEO: When I was talling to you, the bill had not
gonc to committce.. Now the hon. Solicitor General has said, that I
was on a committee on thé Represeantation bill. I ncver knew until this
moment that I was a committee man on that bill. I was asked if the
county of Cumberland was divided into three districts, how it should
be divided, and I marked down the different districts in pencil. *
This was in the Solicitor’Geﬁéral's office. I was not ?hgre Len
pinutes. Somebody:.said to ne, "We want this information from you.

(As the reportiof this deﬁate has already far;exceeded Tl
prescribed limits} tho reporter is obliged lafgely to condense the
remaining speeches ) .

-. : HON. MR. DICKEY addressed the Housc at some length. The ban.
_gcntleman stated that he felt reluctant to say a word about this
matter - a mat-er concerning private characte;, but it was the
practlce in the British Parliameni that such digscussion should necver
close without some.gentlenan, enti-ely urconnscted with the matier,
addressing the. housc. The reason for that was vecause thiz coanduct of
gentlemen in Parlianent was +he conduct of Hublic mean. His hon.
@dllcague had done right in bringijg the matter before the House, and
the Solicitor. Gencral had also done right to . expresc uls viocus.

He considercd the statemen: of the Solicitor Generai, witn
rcgard to party meetings, nost oxtraordiﬁary. He never had hecn 8
member of any govornment, and if he retained his present opinionz ho

never would. He had never been in the habit of attending confidentiol

€

meetings. It seemed ‘strange to hin *to be told that *here was a powver

- outside the Legislature where HathLS were lePuSqu 2nd scttled

before they canc here. The Sollcltor Gencrul haa laid down a rulie. LI
there was such a rulc he (Mr., D.)’ thought that it was. to his coilcagucis
crqdlt that he had broken through it. Ho sald this, cuvposing that

everything was truc that had boen said by the Solicitor General. and
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bo provcntcd fr0m giv1ng a voto,Awhlch according to his. conscience he
felt bound to glve, because he had attondod a.private party meoting?

N P

-t - . co , { . .o L L . ‘.T oL
l‘ ""the hon. menber fron Windsor (Hon. Mr. McHeffey). Was a gonfleman to

-t

~ He (Sol Goneral) had said that his (Mr, D.!s). hen.
colloague had nlsled the Government bccause heo had not given then
notlco. Tho 301101tor Gonoral had however, corrected that, because
ho himsolf stated that before tho Session his .honorable colleague: had
given notlce to the lcader of the Government- that he could not support
the rallway bllls, and yct the railway bills,had beon brought herec.
-If a nan was to be bound hand and foot by tho acts of party meetings,
Hoavcn hclp hin (Mr. D.) fron ever belonging to such a party-on. either
) side. He (mr. D. ) enjoyed at all events, liberty of consciencey and
freodom to vote as he ploased on neasures as they passed through:-the
House‘ i L e
' ”;'Thé Sol. Gen. had sald that he could not understand :what:
induced gcntlomcn to call out hoar hear. He (Mr. D.) did so, becausc
he hcard hls hon. colloague say that he would not be.dragged through
the mud and mlro to vote for any thing a party wished hin to voto for.
He {Mr. D.)" only regretted that that scntiment. did not approve itsclf
to the minds of other gontlemen beside his honorable colleague; *
HON. SOL. GENERAL trusted that what the hon. gentleman.who
had just sat down had said about high political nmorality would not '
find nuch favor. He (Mr. D.) had said that it was the first tipe .he-

L .- L] [ - [~ - 4 L - { e S

over heard or knew of nenbers of the Legislaturce meeting to prepare

governncnt neasurcs. It wight be possible that he was just so

unsophisticated. Hc had never heard of such a thing as a caucus, and
it was just possible that hc might induce sonmcbody to believe that.

If he (Mr. D.) was the person - and he (Sol. Gen.) was not going to--

say that he was not - thot had not'aAthorough knowledge of the

nanncr in which the whole busincsslof a pgovernacnt and an opposition
was carricd on, he probably cnjoycd that high distinction.solitary
and alonc. He (Sol. Gencral) dicd not boliovc,that there was -anothor -

gentlenan in political 1life, since responsible government was

[ b

introduccd, who di<d not know that it was absolutely necessary, in -

i

order to -carry on 2 government, that gentlomen professing to hold
political opinions in common should confcr confidcntially with each -+

other, and maturc their measurcs, before bringing thom into the! -
lcgislaturc: Pid not cvery nembcr in the legislaturc know, that the

E ¥ The BRITISH COLONIST's coverage ended here but the balance of the
debate was carried by the MORNING CHRONICLE.
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Prime Minister in England always summoned his supporters to meet him
a few days before the opening of the session? He would not take.up
time discussing this point; there was hardly a boy fifteen years of
age in Nova Scotia that did not know it. A government could not exist
unless it prepared its measures in this way. Had this defeat taken
place in the other branch of the législature, the next morning the
jeader of the government would have gone to Government House, and
placed his resignation in the nands of the Governor. Yet the hon.
and learned gentleman from Cumberland (Hon. Mr. Dickey) pretended
that for a government to know its friends, and to consult with them,
was something so new - 8O monstrous - s0O preposterous, that if it
ever did exist, it never ought to exist. The hon. gentleman said that
he never belonged to a government. He never would, if he held such
views. He (Sol. Gen.) observed the hon. gentleman from Yarmouth
(hon. Mr. Brown) and the hon. gentleman from Halifax (hon. Mr. Almon)
smiling. He (Sol. Gen.) was satisfied that neither of them, while,
perhaps, willing to throw the mantie of charity over the member for
Pugwash, and cover his curious escapade, would subscribe to the
doctrine of the hon. and learned member. If he (¥Mr. D.) was trying
to place his new found hon. colleague before the house as pure and
"unsullled he -thought he had a difficult task to perform. He (Sol.
Gen.) did not think that he had mended the matter in the least.
(HON MR, PINED was about to speak, when he was interrupted by the
HON PRESIDENT who reminded him that he had already addressed the
House two or three times. )

‘ HON. MR. DICKEY - The hon. Sol. General has said that he
never had such a painful duty to perform as to address the House on
the actlon of my hon. colleague on this bill in committee. I am
afrald that the pain is not so much on behalf of my hon colleague as
on account of its retaliation back on to himself. He has kindly
stated that I am so ignorant of public affairs that I said I never.
heard of .a caucus before. I never made such a statement as that. The
. Sal. General has a very convenient way, which may perhaps be useful
at the bar, of stating part of an argument and replying to it as if

it were the whole. I said that I had not been in the habit of
autendlng éonfldentlal meetlngs that it seemed strange to me that
there was a power outside this House to control members, that -because .-

a gentleman attended one of these meetings that, therefare, he was
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t§ come into this‘hoﬁse;'bound hand and foot, as a legislator.
' ~HON._MR.;WHiTMAN - Are we not bound to carry out what we

agréed to? i
HON. MR. DICKEY - Here is an 1ndependent member! The secret
is out now! We are here to do not what is best for the country, but .
to do, forsooth, what’ we’ ‘agree to! - ' o '

HON. MR. TUPPER - I ask the hon. genuleman if he never saw
the shipping papers. (Laughter.) )

HON. MR. DICKEY - I never saw shipping papers in this
Legislature. I did not say that there were no caucuses. I ask if any
hon. gentleman here is prepared to join in the statement of the hon.
member -from Annapolis (Mr. Whitman). If 80, the sooner he leaves this
house, the better “for its free and 1ndependent action. Perhaps my
surprise at this statement arises from my unacqualntance with these
matters. I did not bay that I did not know Lord. Palmerston summons

his supporters. Ménbers meet to, dlscuss and confer, tut they do not

- thereby lose their independenceo, Qf action.

HON. MR. WHITMAN - If I wgre asked to name ‘a man who is
more bound than any other member, I would name the hon:lmehber who
has last spoken;“If‘there is a man in this House strongly bound by
party ties, it is that individual. Every man who neets 1n caucus is
bound by the strongest ties - hlS sacred honor - to carry out what he
there agrees to. Complaint of the.b111 ‘disfranchising certain persons

sountis a little laughable, coming fronm arn ind . vidual who moved a forty

" shilling frecho;d and a ten pound rental qualificatioa, a qualification

that would havp'disfranchised ten for one of those disfranchised by
the prcseht bill. That qualification would have: dlsqua11fred the sons
of Egntleman in Amherst to whon reference has been: maae. ”hat story is
long cnough. I would not have spoken at all, if I had not bcen struck
by the idea of the hon. and learned nember from Cunberland, not
knowing that there was such a thing as a caucus. Though the member
from Annapolis cannot boast a wealth, if he does not bring as much
independence to the Legislature as either of the hon. gentlemen from
Cumberland, I pity hin. ‘

HON. MR. HOLMES - Do we rcpresent caucus nectings? If we
arc put herc to represent any thing, wc reprecsent the House of Lords.
We arc placcd here as a wall of partition between the Commons and +he

Crown. As rcgards the man who has been attacked, he found that the
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bill would press unfairly on men in his own county;féﬁﬁ'ISWbuldvrather
give credit ‘to the nman who would act as he did. SEEIEE L S
;The,dlscussypn then ccased, and tho bill was then read as
anended, . finally ‘passed, and returned. to the Hougq of Assenbly with
a mossage acquainting then therewith. N
- The House then adJourned until 2% P. M. tomorrow.

FHAXEFK

The - partlclpants in the preceding debate all had their own
clain to fame. Firstly, 1t must bé ‘noted that the three magor‘
combatants were from Cumberland ‘thus, *this was Very. much a
wcumberland affair.' Hon. chry Gesner Pinec, whose action provoked
the debate, came from Pugwash Hon. Jonathan McCully, Solicitor General
and future Father of Confedoratlon, -whose job was to defend the
Government side, was a natlve ‘of the county..and had begun his political
cqrcer there; Hon. Robert Barry Dickey; a future Senator and Father
of Confcderation, belonged to himherst. (A fourth Cumberlandlan,

Charles Tupper, M.P. P., of Amhergt’ was the man who persuaded Pineo
to do what he did. Neodless to say,- Tupper became. prov1n01a1 Premier
and foderal Prime Minister.) a , .

The other partlclpants 1nc1uded Hon. Freeman Tupper of
Liverpool, Hon. William C. Whitman of Annapolis, Hon. Richard A.
McHeffey of Windsor, and Hon John Holnies of Plctou, father of future
Premier Simon Hugh Holmes.
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There wére no papers published on Wednesday, April 22nd, but

Pineo continued to embarrass thé,HOwe Government., He‘s}qu with the
Tories once more to defeat the Representation Bill by the now familiar

count ‘0'f .11 ~.10.. . _ , 3
- : ;}Whén“ThQrSday's"neWspapers appeared, they were filled with

affiéies, pre ‘apd con, about Pineo’s retreat from support of the
Liberél barty. The MORNING CHRONICLE's editor, Wi;liaq?Annand,
ridiculed the mémber from-Cumberland County under the heading,

"Honorable Mr. Pineo's Attempted Explanation."

...He became exceedingly nervous as he progressed,
seemed terribly embarrassed, and said that he was
not to be dragged through mud and mire-by any party.
He proclaimed his independence of every man, -
said -that he owed no man anything, and,tha?-he
cared for noebody's friendship. R .

The Solicitor General arosé amid the
profoundest silence, and prefaced by saying that
he had never risen under more painful circumstances
to address the House, than on the present occasion.

On the opposite side, the BRITISH COLONIST heaped praise
upon Pineo through its editorial column. :

The organ of the Government has given vent
to a bitter'wail on the defeat of - the nefarious scheme
of the Government to disfranchise an immense body of
the electors at the ensuing general election, in
consequence of the Hon. H.G. Pineo voting against then.
When Mr. Shaw abandoned his party and voted in the
teeth of the electors of Annapolis, in favor of a
Government whom Mr. Shaw had condemned by his own vote
again and again illegal and unprincipled usurpers, -
nay, more, when he added insult to injury by betraying

“‘on the floors of the House private and cinfidential
communications with his party and his venerable
tolleague, Mr. Johnston, and falsifying what had taken
‘place, - the MORNING CHRONICLE and Radical party
received him with open arms, and declarcd that his
conduct was that of a statesman and a gentleman. V¥ hen
however, Mr. Pineo, unpledged to any constituency,
independent of any party, refuses to be dragged through
the mire and made the instrument of disfranchising,

- without an hour's notice, thousands of the most
inteclligent electors of Wova Scotia, the organ of
the Govermment weeps like a child, and denounces
his conduct as most unjustifiable. Mr. Pineo was

~placed in the Council many years ago by the Conservatiso
party, and gave it an indepcndent -support generaily
on questions of public policy. Dissatiefivd with the
action of bhe late Government, liv withdrew his
confidence, and opppsed ¢ on the Representation Bill
and some other guestions in 1859. The withdrawal of
&~ ~~nTldonce enahled Mr, Young to succeed and cost = -
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us the Government, but wo did not complain. We believed
then, as we have ascertained now, that a more intimate
acquaintance with the policy of the Radical party, would
.+ .eroflong disgust and drivo every independent man
.out of their ranks. . P BRI
The CHRONICLE cannot undorstand:yhy Mr. Pineo
has left them. We only. wonder why he has rcmained so
long in their company. Has not their conduct .this Winter
"boen sufficient to sever -them from any public man wpg
has the. least regard for the character or best interests
of the country? How could an independent man like Mr.
Pineo defcnd such an outrage upon the constitution of
the country as was exhibitcd by Mr. Howe holding the
office of Fishery Commissioncr, with 1,000 a yecar from
the British Govermmcnt, and remaining Provincial
Secretary, with 700 a year, utterly irresponsible to
the pcople of Nova Scotia? How could ho support a
‘Government with two of its members, Mossrs. Annand and
Wier, convicted of having swindled the English public
out of 20,000, holding the office of dircctors in a
Gold Mining Company, and declaring over their own
- gignatures that they had granted to themselves public
! ‘property within the last year, worth 20,0007 How could
" he-sustain a party whose Crown officers have bcen so
_incompetent and dishanest as to fasteon improper claims
upon our Treasury, to the amount of Forty thousahd
dollars, all of which has becn incontrovertibly proved
against them on the floors of the Asscembly within the
last few days. It is said that Mr. Pineo had pledged
himsclf to support a Bill to do away with Universal
Suffrage. He has done so; but when it was proved to
him, beyond cavil or dispute that a clause was
unnecessarily tacked onto that Bill by which a special
franchise was crecated for one clection, in order to
maintain a party in power,; by an unprecedented trick,
Mr. Pinco rcfuscd to sanction so dishonest a proceeding.
How could he do otherwisc when that samc Govt. were at
that very hour as a party pressing a Railway scheme
upon thec Assembly, which Mr. Pinco had declared to thenm
would, in his opinion, irretrievably ruin the Province?
Had Mr. Pineo down to that hour boccn bound and
pledged to them, he would have boen faithless to his
duty as a public man if hc had not abandoned then there
and then,.and preforred the interests of the whole
people to that of any party. He has done s0, and an
" ‘inncnse majority of the people of Nova Scotia will not
soon forget the service he has thus rendcred to his
country.

‘Henry Pinco himself put pen to paper on Friday, the 24th, in
" an open 1étterﬂtbmthc pcople of Hova Scotia. The events and publicity
of the prececding days had put his name on the lips of the public as no
other cvent in his carecr hadho:cpvor would dé._Tho lofter was sont to
the offico of the hostile MORNING CHRONLCLE,: an action ‘that dared them
to print it. The paper took up~the'chaliénéé”aﬁaQ£hc lgiter was

—orar
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published on Saturday, tho 25th, but not without an editqorial
introduction, - o _ |
. - Mr. Pineo's Letter .

S .Wo publish a lettor just roccived from the
" Hon, Mr. Pineo, in which hé conmplains-that he has been
‘mis-reprosented. Now, we have looked carefully over our
leaders to which he refers, and wo must say that we arec
utterly unable to discover upon what grounds he rests
his complaint. To pretcnd that he conscientiogsly
changcd his mind after assisting to mature this measure,
and aftcr his repcated assurances, Writpen.and verbal,
neither of which he denies, is too nuch for 'any man's
credulity. That he had betraycd the Governmept several
days before the vote.of the 18th was taken, is now
beyond ‘all doubt, because, East and West, tidings
arrived fron the country, bearing date two or three
days before hec acconplished the exploit, founded upon
~information sent out by the Opposition members to their
friends,. acquainting them that the Franchise Bill was
to be defeated in the Council, and proparing them for
telegfaﬁs; more - it was in one or two cases hinted
how it was to bc done. : . N
Mr. Pineo has brought calanity upon himself.
We furnish room for his letter at great inconvenience.
No such favour, we know, would be granted by the
Opposition Press to any friond of the Government.
Mr. McCully, we understand, refuscd to consent that the
order of the debates on the Franchise Bill should be
disturbed and violated, and for the best of reasons -
they would be unintelligible. To publish a debate of
Monday in advance of the debate of the previous Friday,
as Mr. Pineo desired, and another of Saturday-on’ the
san¢ subject, would be to do injustice to all concerned.
The Solicitor General as chairnman of the reporting
conmittee, stated, we lcarn, that he had no:-conscht,
no instructions of any kind to give the reporter. He
“Was. a public officer, and it was his duty to discharge
his. functions impartially, irrespective of onc side or
the:other. _ . ‘
: Je shall sce how nuch of the leader of this
paper, to which Mr. Pineo's letter purports to be a
reply, will now be given in the Opposition Press by
way of reciprocity. But we can afford to be generous,
even to a person who had not the fortitude nor thé
nanliness to resist a temptation which, as an honest
politician, he should have spurned and rejected.

Pineo's letter follwed.

To the People of Nova Scotia
Gentlenen: -

The two last issues of the Morning Chronicle,
the Government organ, have been filled with
nisrepresentations as to my conduct and notives in
reference to the vote I gave in conmittee on the
Franchise Bill. Not content with reporting hinself
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and nisreporting me in the Chronicle, the Solicitor
General, as Chairman of the reporting comnittee, most,
unfairly objects to the reporter allowing ne to have,
on any terms, a copy of the notes of my speech for the
vindication of my public character, until it can come
in its regular order a week hence; I therefore take

" this mode of appealing to-. the judgment of falr and
“impartial men of all parties. The facts are briefly
‘these:

It is well known that in the first session

of the present House, I brought in a Bill to go back

to the old forty shilling freehold, intending, had it
gone through committee, to extend it to leaseholders.
That Bill was lost; had it .pagsed, there would have
been, as there was under the New Brunswick Act, ample
notice given to every body. When the Government Bill

t6 roibe the Franchise .came before the Legislative
Council I made no secret of my intentions -to: support it,

" and wrote to the Attorney General the two letters of
_ the 15th and 16th April,. read in my place, because I

wished to convey to him that I could not consistently
support thé Representdation Bill. I redeemed that pledge;
on.the 17th, my vote carried the Bill, to a second
reading; on the 18th, after its 85 .clauses had gone
through committee, the Hon. Mr.. Dickey moved a clause

© . for postponing the operation of-the Act till June, 1864,

when the revising machinery fould Be perfected. He
cited the New Brunswick:Act on which!this 'Bill was

‘modelled, as a precedent; read letters from the County

of Hants, showing circumstances of suspicion in
connection with the present assessment rolls of '
Maitland, and gave the names of nearly thirty persons
in three districts in-Cumberland, men of property and

_ standing, freeholders and merchants.who would be.
» disfranchised-at the next election, because their names
were not on the rate rolls, and he shewed-that by the

Act a whole County, Richmond,  would be.disfranchised

from the next general election ta Jung, 1865. Whén these
facts were brought to my notice, I ask youw, .gentlemen,

how could I, as an honest man, be a party to disfranchising

for the next four years scores.of men.o? property in my

own County, amounting to between.one . and two thousand
in the Province for mere party purposes.
" I gave the only vote that I consistently and

conscientiously could give in favor of my-colleague's
.., clause; the Solicitor General himself had moved a clause

in committee to enable forty shilling freeholders to be

.~candidates at thec next election, and because I wished
. on the facts ‘being brought to. my -notice to cecnable the

same class to vote, I am to .be villified and misrepresented
.every way that the malice of party can prompt.

It is some comfort to me to feel . .that my actian
has been endossed by the unanimous-vote of the Lower

"House in adopting the amendment, and I am satisfied

it will commend itself to every right.thinking man,
be h? of what party he may. Even had I thought fit after
hearlng both sides on the seqond-reading to change my

-f
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L}
views and reject the Bill, I would have had a perfect
right to do so, notwithstanding my letter of tpe previous
day; but I did not do so, because I was satisfied that.
the principle of the Bill to raise the Franch;se was a
~ . 'good one; and because I became dissatisfied with some of the
.details in committee, was I not to give my vote on =
‘them as I thought proper - was I to be bound hand and
- " !foot to a party to do the bidding of a leader in every
. thing? I think not; and I know what the response of
every independent mind must be., It is pretended that
‘my course misled the Government - that this whining
complaint is a mere pretense, is evident from the fact
that notwithstanding my intimation months ago, that I
should oppose the Railway Bill, it was brought in and
is cven now being pushed through the Legislature., I
cannot in the compass of a letter advert to all the
- misstatements of. the Chronicle's reporter, there is just
one I should likc to notice, because I am made to: say,
I disregarded everybody's friendship; the Reporter knew
quite well that an expression of mine tortured into this
meaning was instantly explained.and:the explanation
accepted. . o B o
I could not conscicntiously be a party to -
disfranchising without noticec, hundrecds of men of
property throughout the Province and in taking this
course I lcave mysclf to the judgment of my countrymen.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen, S
Your faithful secrvant,
H.G. Pineo o

Hali fax, 24th April 1863, . .
.~ The BRITISH COLONIST, the Tory mouthpicce, came out oh
Saturday with another bouquct for Pineo. o

The CHRONICLE of Tucsday last contains an
article upon the fate of the Franchise Bill, in which
the writcer becomes almost merry in contemplating the
position in which his party is placed by the action of
the Legislative Council in tying up that Bill for a time.
It is intimated that this check sustained by the
Government acts like a charm © on the party, stimulates
them, nerves then up to 2 certainty of achicving great
deeds. "We ncver saw the party in better spirits, nor
more cheerful, in our lives, than they were all day ..
yesterday," i. the jolly declaration of the CHRONICLE.
Well, we fecel comparatively comfortable too, owing to
the same causce. Consequently, Mr. Pinco, by his reccent
votes in the Council, has really made himself a public
benefactor, and is not at all entitled to tho storn of
abuse which the CHRONICLE, cven in the midst of its
happiness, lets drive at him.

_ Finally, on Viednesday, April 29th, arguamcnts at the legislative
level were forccd to o conclusion when Licutenant-Governor Lord Mulgrave

prorogued the Council and'Assembly,”andapadc official what overyonec
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had known all along: an election would be held on May 28th.

In. Cumberland there was no contest. The Liberals were in
such dlsarray there that the party decided against participating in
what- they felt’ would be a hopeless fight. Thus, three Tories were
elected by acclamatlon. On Nominatlon Day at Amherst, the Liberals
were represented by Solicitor General the Hon. Jonathan McCully, the
man ‘who had led the recent attack on Henry Pineo in the Council.

"His' address was entlrely defensive. He...was silent as to Mr. Pineo,
who was present on the hustings." (BRITISH COLONIST, 26 May 1863.)
‘ Tlection results from Cumberland were reflected elsewhere

in theAprovince.xThe'Liberal Government of Joseph Howe was soundly

defeeted, with Consefvative victories outnumbering the Liberals' by
| three-to-one."Disgruntled'voters used the election to express their
.disapproval of Howe'e-attempt to disfranchise them and it had been
Henfy fineo who, by his aotion in the Legislative Council, had given
them the chance to do so. Therefofe, he can be called the instrument
that brought down the Howe Government at the polls.

The new Tory Administretion rewarded Pineo at once by

'diemissing 8 Liberal officeholder and appointing Pineo in his place
as Immigration Agent'for Nova Scotia. Pineo reformed and expanded his
new office. Before his tenure, the agency had been run on a very
restricted scale. Pineo's initial report to the Legislature, for the
year 1863, was presented in the Legislative Council on March 1, 1864.
It indicated the direction in which Pineo intended to move.

A detailed and interesting statement is

given in this report of the demand and prospects for
immigrants in the various counties of the province.
Hon. Mr. Pineo states that the immigrant agent for

New Brunswick reéecommends the laying off of 100 acre
lots for immigrants, and the clearing by the government
of 1 acre, and the erection thereon of a log-house,
that the immigrant may have a shelter for himself and
family immediately on landing on our shores., Mr. Pineo
recommends the keeping at the immigration office of a
book of registry.of all properties for sale, the

owners of properties registered to pay a small fee

for each registration. He also recommends the dispatching
of an agent annually from Halifax to spend three
-months in the mother country to aid, by lectures

and personal representations and suggestlons
immigration to this Province. He considers that the
services of such an agent for three months would be

of more actual benefit than those of any resident

agent in a year.

(BRITISH COLONIST)
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The report for 1865 described some of the results of
Plneo's initiatlvea. .

It appears that 176 immigrants came into
, the Province within the last 12 months, of whom
«.:i:v.. . 102 are Germans, from Mecklenburg farm laborers,

o ~hard working, and industrious, who came out .in
REPI S A the DONAU in January last,. which ship put in here .

~*. """ ‘on her way to New York. - Capt. F.A. Liebman has - ‘
% %' L. gone to Germany recently as Immigration Agent for |
TR .3" Nova Scotia, and ‘Henry Boggs,.Esq., London,
T ~J.R. DeWolf Esq., Liverpool, and Alexander Campbell
: : Esq., Glasgow, have been appointed such Agents
LA oMy in Great Britain. These Agents receive $10 for each
RN ‘gT able—bodied 1mm;grant ‘lapded in the Province.

(BRITISH COLONIST March 14, 1866.)
: ' BELCHER'S FARHER'S ALMANAC - (1868) recorded the staff
‘as 1t was in 1867.

v v, MchNeil , Scatters, o
- — e ABRTHRRT.~Chief Comm'r, Avard Longley
L T : , alex McNab, Sacrctary und Chief Accoup!nﬂt, boma.
. .cision Eagineer, W. . Tremain.. Engincer Windsor and An.
O : polis Railway, Joo I, Yonng. Traffic Superintendent, Geo Taylo.
: Lacomotive Supt., Wm Johnston. Road Inspector, Wm Marshall .

Boano -or Rzvaxog.—Commissiorars, Hon. John W. Ritchie, Hobt
Boak, Geo P. Mitehell. -Sec'y, B. B: Oxley. » .

Issusre or Liceness 10 Amemicaxw Fomesusr.— Halifaz, Edward
Binney; Farmouth, T. E. Moberly § A Sydnty. Thomns M. Bown:
Pictou,. D. McCntlosicrite Fadgitwey,y ingeot J. Wallace ; J‘Imd
de " [remain; Plalster Cove, Jus 0. A TRves Dart Hi
Jurfiinloom Molionald; and tha Otﬂcer commnndmg the Gover
peic<¢ Daring.’?” ~ ° " . :

ImwigrarT Qvrice.—Agen!, Hon. H, G. Pineo ; -Deputy ..Bym! Jos
Oatrat. (48 Dedfond Row), Halifux § C&pt F. A Liebman, Germany;
. Henry Toggs, Loudon, J R DeWolf‘ Llwrpool Alex Cmnpbell Gias-

.

] Bam.u or Sn:us'nm o» M/umucm, Ihn:ma .um Ds.um ~g .y,
artlay, Halifax. Jesuers of Afuvriege Liceases and, DepaSley'rs
Frtrcse Brrlhc and Dtullu, Lhe Dep. Pogtmnu: wthe different
Counties, and STtpITer-tridenml dif0X v oty rx of Alurriapse,
Virths and Dealds, the Wny Offige- wpcram'the ditterent: Connties, and
v lenry Bmumr. Rev I Jnm;oson, Rev Joa Wn.ddeu, lh)v.}.dq Anscu
Y. Ginrke, M. D. v
. C’amm rIndaau .d_ﬂ'cqu,sam! P Pau-!muku. .
of Blmmm currym_q Pmunyers, Ajex Moxr

Tama, Ohsoss, M (cholos: qus’

With the change in government that occurred in 1867,

 Pineo was replaced by the same man he had superseded in 1863 -
. Thomas F. Morrison, M.P.P. Morrison'criticized his predecessor in

a House of Assembly debate in response to some remarks made by

Henry Pineo, Jr., who was also an M.P.P.

He (Morrison) had been told by the
gentleman in opposition (Pineo) that the office
which the govermment had conferred on him accounted
for his political leanings, and that he stood on a
par with*the Confederates who had sold their votes
for office. He would give the house a short history
of the matter. He was a member of the House when :
the bill passed creating.the office and the government
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of the day insisted on his takihg the positlon but it
did not lie in the mouth of the member for Cum%erland
to talk about that officer ~ in 1863 a bill had been
prepared to alter the franchise - a certain gentleman
was foremost among its supporters but that gentleman
when it went to the Council, stayed it for twelve months, -
the elections were run, the party to which that gentleman
"then joined, was successful, and he (Mr. Morrison) was
piteh-forked out of the office to make  room .for .the
convert. Had he, (Mr. M.) changed his principles? No.
He was the first man in Nova Scotia who had taken a
"stand as an anti confederate, and his friends had
re-instated him in his office. Perhaps the astonishment
of the member for Cumberland had.been awakened at the

- smallness of the vote of $800, for reference to the
journals would shew that not long ago ‘$20,000 was
charged for immigration, and where were the immigrants?
Not five of them in the Province to-day. The immigration
office might not be continued - it was a mere experiment.
He-had to pay his clerk -out of his salary, which was
anot the case with the other immigration officer. If the

'~ office was found useless, he (Mr. M.) would not stop
long in it....Let the member for Cumberland then pluck

" the beam out of his own eye and the eyss of his very

. _near friends.-before he: presumed to talk about hls,
: Mr. Morrlson's defects.

y (Leglslatlve Debates, Sept. 19, 1868) B
As late as 1870 allu51ons were being made to Pineo's period
as”Immigretion Agent. On this occasion, the remarks were prompted by
Pineo's complaint that the Immigration Agent's report was late.-

HON. MR. PINRO - ...When he held that office
he had always handed in a report..

HON. TREASURER (Wm. Annand) .apologised: for
not having handed in the report. It would be laid on the
table to-morrow. With regard to the services of the
present Local Immigration officer he must congratulate
the country on the very valuable services rendered the
country by the hon. gentleman who had just sat down,
while he held the office of .Immigration Agent. He
supposed the value of his service might be estimated
by the money he expended. He (Hon. Mr. Pineo) had
expended thousands of dollars and the results might

_be stated as mil. He (Treas.) congratulated the
country that the present Government had not expended
thousands of dollars a year on immigration.

HON. MR. PINHDO observed that whether hls
services were required or not, an honest report of
all his expenditures was placed before the Government
and passed by the committee of Public Accounts and
approved. The country was satisfied with that report,
and he was here in his place to answer any questions.
The Immigration Agent appointed by the Local Government
did nothing, and had not even an office. .
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When persons applled for informatlon to him (Mr.

“Morrison) he sert them to-“the other office. The fact
~ was.that the .Local Immigratlon Agerncy was a useless
- .office-got up for no- other purpose than to give

Mr. Morrison a berth. B

HON TREASURER - The hon. member says that
.the Local Immigration Agercy is a worthless office.
It is not more so.than when he held it, and when he
‘ Bat quietly in his home at Pugwash. He (Mr. Pinea)
.- should come here with clean hands before he made
any complalnt., : :

HON. MR. PINHD would ask the hon. gentleman
‘to refresh his memory by referrlng to the report of
the Committee on Public Accounts. He (Mr. P.) had
always had’an office in Halifax which was constantly
‘kept open and a person there to attend to 1t

, (Council Debates, Aprll 8, 1870)

To return to 1864 and the flrst se551on of the Leglslature
after: the election that had been englneered to defeat ‘the Howe
Government one finds that Henry Pineo became a more active debater.

On only one occasion did he become.lnvolved in angry words that werc

a reflection upon his part in the.J863 Franchise fight., Members of the
Legislative Council were discussinéien anendment to the Registration
Bill.

HON. MR. PINEO, in course of his remarks in
favor of the amendment, observed that the arguments
against the amendment were so frivolous that he thought
gentlemen did not mean what they said.

_ HON. MR. MCCULLY - I should like to know whom
the hon. gentleman means when he says that gentlemen do
not mean what they say. I mean what I say, and in order
to make ny pronise binding I do not con51dor it necessary
to put. it in writing cither.

HON. MR. PINEO - If the coat suits the hon.
and learned gentleman let hin wear it, if he is so
thin-skinned. I made a general remark calculated to
convey the impression of my mind. The observations
nade against the amendment wore so inappropriate that
I do not understand them. If the hon. gentleman
thinks that with his savage frowns he is going to put
ne down, he is very nuch mistaken. I tell him here
in oy place that I shall express ny nind freely as
I have done on other occasions, I disregard his frowns
or his favors, and I treat him with contempt and defiance.

HON. MR. MCHEFFEY - I think that the hon.
gentleman who has just sat down.should be the last man
in this house to lecture people on their conduct.

HON. MR. PINEO - Onc word to the hon. member
from Hants. I an quite preparcd to hear hinm speak for
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or against the bill. If he is prepared to deal in
pergonalities, I an prepared to neet him either in

this house or out of it. (Council Debates, April 27, 1864)
These werc strong words. Actually, the 1864 session drew
several quotable reuarks from Pineo. Council Debates recorded then.

Thore is always a pressure on governnents, and they
have more pretended friends than real ones.
(March 24, 1864)

If a subordinate had done wrong, was it right to
censure the Government on that account, or condenn
an individual without evidence.

(april 8, 1864)

He (Mr. P.) would like to undecrstand what wag the
position of this branch of the lecgislature, whether
it was to be a nere rcflex of the opinions of the
other house, or whether members of this house were
to have a voice of their own, (hear! hear! from hon.
Mr. Almon.)

Tf this house was only to be a reflex of
_the other house, then he agrecd with the hon. gentleman
that there was no nccessity for this house at all.

(March 21, 1864}

But 1864 was also the year when Nova Scotians began to debate the

Confcderation question and it was this affair that heaved the Pineo

fapily to the summit of its political prominence in Cunberland County

and in Nova Scotia.



HENRY GESNER PINEO JR.

By: James F. Smith

Excerpted by John MacQﬁarrie, 1979.
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HENRY GESNER PINEO JR. 1830-187L .

Cumberland County contributed the major personality of
Sir Charles Tupper to the Confederation of Canada.

However, Pugwash also contributed a figure to the
Confederation story; he was Henry Gesner Pineo Jr., (1830-187L)
but his name is virtually unknown. The unfairness of his fate
is illustrated when one learns that he was the only supporter
of Confederation in all of Nova Scotia to be permently elected
+o the Provincial Legislature in the general election of 1867.

Nevertheless, his unique position as the lone elected
supporter of Confederation in the House of Assembly from 1868
to 1871 must surely be worthy of some recognition. His very
presence was a thorn in the side of the Anti-Confederate
Government of Premier William Annand. And, Nova Scotia re-
mained in Confederation. Many weighty factors outside the
Legislature contributed to this state, but there was only'one
factor within the Legislature itself to stand in support of
Confederation, and that was Pugwash's Henry Gesner Pineo, Jr.

Young Pineo's father, Hon. Henry Gesner Pineo, Sr., M.L.C.,
was, like most liova Scotians, an Anti-Confederate in the
beginning. Yet, when Irish Fenians carried out a miniscule
attack on New Brunswick from their American base in 1866,
Councillor Pineo, seeing the need for a united defence of all
British colonies, became a supporter of Canadian Confederation.

It came as no surpriseé then, that the younger Pineo -
who had been engaged in managing his father's business affairs
at Pugwash - accepted the challenge of politics when called
upon by the Conservative party.

till, Pineo was new to the world of active politics so
that one might wonder how he, alone, outdid all seasoned
Tory politicians and servived the deluge of voter opposition
to Confederation in 1867. The story of his success bégan at
a nominating nmeeting in Pugwash in May, 1867. Pineo became
the unanimous choice of his party to stand as Conservative



canditate for the eastern side of Cumberland County. In May
1867, his rinning mate, from the western side, was Edward
Vickery, a Parrsboro merchant. Their Anti-Confederate
opponents were Amos Purdy of Wallace River and Jesse Fullerton
of Halfway River.

The Pineos, father and son, were attacked in the press.
The father was described variously as a "poor old man,"

"the Judas that betrayed with a kiss," " a true highwayman,"
and one of some "reptiles, and two-footed venomous beasts."

Of the son, who had not had time to collect as many
political enemies as his sire, remarks were more veiled.

The campaign was rough. Joseph Howe, the Anti-Confederate
proponent swept through the province and spoke two hours in
Pugwash. Then Charles Tupper spoke to the Pugwash crowd for
three hours on that hot July day. Premier William Annand
addressed the crowd. Both senior and junior Pineos were
attacked in the press; but when the voting was over on Sept.
18, 1867, the young Pineo was victorious in the overall results:
Pineo-1337: Purdy-1309; Fullerton-1291; Vickery-128L. It had
been a close contest,

in the Legislature Fineo made nnly short addresses and
involved himself in the stndy of public accounts. FHe was of a
quiet nature btut womld react when pressed.

*hen the next provincial electioan was held in 1871, Finen

-
Py

had 2z commanding lead. Pinen-1505: ‘Edward Vickery-138lL: George

Yibbard-(LIB)-13L3; Jonathan K. Elderitin-(LIB)-946.

His str-ongest speech was delivered Feb. 25, 1872. He said
invert, "It ie grztifving that, feekle zz we were, we have been
etle To oy something to zhor the warld that we were right.”

231t iiness in the farm of Tubercvlosis struck the Pines

arilv. The <ragic story f 187l has few parallels.

3

H

slatrre April Znd toz come
2n-< the »nress repsrted that



H.G. Pineo Jr., himself, was not expected to recover. That
day an Aunt died; on the 25th another Aunt died; and then on
May 13th, 187L the news came that Mr. Henry G. Pineo Jr. M.P.P.
died at his Pugwash residence , a victim of galloping con-
sumption.

Just three weeks later his widow, Charlotte Keer, died
and Henry Sr. died Sept. 15th. The Pineo family, in six
months was virtually wiped out, and an era in Pugwash ended;
but Nova Scotia stayed in Confederation and Henry G. Pineo Jr.
of Pugwash was the only elected proponent in the Legistature.



