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Open Letter to Eisenhower and Krushchev

Most POTENT Sirs,

I am addreasing you as the respective heads of
the two most powecrful countrics in the world.
Those who dircct the policies of these countries
have a power for good or evil exceeding anything
cver posscssed before by any man or group of
men. Public opinion in your respective countrics
has been focused upon the points in which your
national intercsts arc thought to diverge, but 1
am convinced that you, as far-sccing and intelli-
gent men, must be awarc that the mattery in
which the interests of Russia and America coin-
cide are much morc important than the matters
in which they arc thought to diverge. I believe
that if you two cminent men were jointly to pro-
claim this fact and to bend the policics of your
great countrics to agreement with such proclam-
ation, there would be throughout the world, and
not least in your own countrics, a shout of joyful
agreement which would raise you both to a pin-
nacle of fame surpassing anything achicved by
other statesmen of the past or present. Although
you are, of course, both well awarc of the points
in which the interests of Russia and America are
identical, I will, for the sake of cxphcnncss, enu-
merate some of them,

(1) The supreme concern of men of all ways of
thought at the present time must be to ensure the
continued existence of the human race. THis iy
already in jeopardy from the hostility between
East and West and will, if many minor nations
acquire nuclear weapons, be in very much greater
jeopardy within a few ycars from the possibility
of irresponsible action by thoughtless fanatics.

Some ignorant militarists, both in the cast and
in the west, have apparently thought that the
danger could be averted by a world war giving
victory to their own side. The progress of science
and technology has made this an idlc drecam. A
world war would not result in the victory of cither
side,y but in the extermination of both. Neither
side ‘can desire such a cataclysm,

The hope of world dominion, cither military or
ideological, is onc which has hovered before many
men in the past and has led invariably to disaster.
Philip II of Spain madc the attempt and reduced
his country to the status of a minor power. Louis
XIV of France made the attempt and, by exhaust-
ing his country, led the way to the French Revo-
lution, which he would have profoundly deplored.
Hitler, in our own day, fought for the world-wide
supremacy of the Nazi philosophy, and perished
miserably. Two great men propounded idcologics
which have not yet run their course: I mean the
authors of the Declaration of Independence and
the Communist Manifesto. Therc is no reason to
expect that cither of these ideologics will be more
successful in conquering the world than their

“shall dic¢’.

predecessors, Buddhist, Christian, Moslem, or
Nazi. What is new in the present situation is not
the impossibility of success, but the magnitude
of the disaster which must result from the
attempt. We must, therefore, hope that cach side
will abandon the futile strife and agree to allow to
cach a sphere proportionate to its present power.

(2) The international anarchy which will in-
cvitably result from the unrestricted diffusion of
nuclear weapons is not to the interest of cither
Russia or America. There was a time when only
America had nuclear weapons. This was followed
by a time when only Russia and ‘America had
such weapons. And now only Russia, America and
Britain possess them. It is obvious that, unless
steps arc taken, France and Germany will shortly
manufacture these weapons. It is not likely that
China will lag far behind. We must expect that
during the next few years the manufacture of
engines of mass destruction will become cheaper
and casicr. No doubt Egypt and Isracl will thén
be able to follow the cxample set by the great
powers. So will the states of South Amecrica.
“T'herce is no end to this process until every sover-
cign state is in a position to say to the whole
world: ‘You must yicld to my demands or you
If all sovercign states were governed
by rulers possessed of cven the rudiments of
sanity, they would be restrained from such black-
mail by the fear that their citizens also would
perish. But experience shows that from time to
time power in this or that country falls into the
hands of rulers who -arc not sanc. Can anyonc
doubt that ‘Hitler, if he had been able to do so,
would have chosen to involve all mankind in his
own ruin? For such rcasons, it is impcrative to
put a stop to the diffusion of nuclecar weapons.
This can -casily be done by agreement between

- Russia and Amecrica, since they can jointly refuse

military or cconomic assistanc¢ to any country
other than themselves which persists in the manu-
facturc of such wecapons. But it cannot be
achicved without agreement between the two
dominant powers, for, without such agrecment,
cach new force of nuclear weapons will be wel-
comed by one side or the other as an increase to
its own strength. This helter-skelter race towards
ruin must be stopped if anything that anybody
could desire is to be effected. .

(3) So.long as the fear of world war dominates
policy: and,  the ‘only_dcterrent is the threat of
universal dcalh, ‘SO Iong therc.can be no limit to
the diversion of cxpcndxturc ‘of- fu';ds and human
energy into channels of destruction) It-is. Clear
that both Russia and America could savé ‘nine-
tenths of their present expenditure if they con-
cluded an alliance and devoted themselves jointly

to the preservation of peace throughout the world.
If they do not find means of lessening their pre-
sent hostility, reciprocal fear will drive them
further and further, until, apart from immense
armaments, nothing beyond a bare subsistence
will be left to the populations of cither country.
In order to promote efficiency in the preparation
of death, education will have to be distorted and
stunted. Everything in human achievement that is
not inspired by hatred and fear will be squeezed
out of the curriculum in schools and universities.
Any attempt to preserve the vision of Man as the
triumph (so far) of the long ages of evolution, will
come to be viewed as treachery, since it will be
thought not to minister to the victory of this
group or that. Such a prospect is death to the
hopes of all who share the aspirations which have
inspired human progress since the dawn of
history.

(d) I cannot but think that you would both re-
joice if a way could be found to disperse the pall
of fear which at present dims the hopes of man-
kind.. Never before, since our remote ancestors
descended from the trees, has there been valid
reason for such fear. Never before has such a
sense of futility blighted the visions of youth.
Never before has there been reason to feel that
the human race was travelling along a road end-
ing only in a bottomless precipice. Individual
decath we must all face, but collective death has
ncver, hitherto, been a grim possibility.

And all this fear, all this despair, all this waste
is utterly unnecessary. One thing only is required
to dispel the darkness and cenable the world to
live again in a noon-day brightness of hope. The
one thing nccessary is that East and West should
recognise their respective rights, admit that each
must learn to live with the other and substitute
argument for force in the attempt to spread their
respective ideologies. It is not necessary that either
side should abandon belief in its own creed. It is
only necessary that it should abandon the attempt
to spread its own creed by force of arms.

1 suggest, Sirs, that you should meet in a frank
discussion of the conditions of co-existence, €:i-
deavouring no longer to secure this or that more
or less surreptitious advantage for your own side,
but secking rather for such agreements and such
adjustments in the world as will diminish future
occasions of strife. I believe that if you were to
do this the world would acclaim your action, and
the forces of sanity, released from their long
bondage, would ensure for the ycars to come a life
of vigour and achievement and joy surpassing
anything known in even the happiest eras of the

! past.

BERTRAND RUSSELL
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