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The Communist “Peace” Offensive (1951)



The Communist “Peace” Offensive (1951)



Atom spies and “fellow travellers”

Klaus Fuchs (1911-1988)                    Bruno Pontecorvo (1913-1993)



The “Partisans of Peace” (1947-1950)



The World Cultural Congress for Peace 
(Wroclaw, August 25-28, 1948)



Partisans de la Paix / Defenders of Peace



The World Federation of Scientific Workers 
(founded in London, 1946)

Frédéric Joliot-Curie (1900-1958)            John Desmond Bernal (1901-1971)



«Cominform Sets the Stage»: The World Peace Council



The Italian “Partisans of Peace”

Emilio Sereni (1907-1977)                    The Italian delegation in Paris (1949)



Communist “Peace” Offenders



The Stockholm Appeal (March 15, 1950)

Dimitri Shostakovich (1906-1975) at the Conference for World Peace in New York (February 1949)



The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (1957)



Partisans of Peace or Partisan Pacifists?

Pablo Picasso’s La Colombe(The Dove), 1948                            TIME, September 17, 1951 (cover)



“Atoms for Peace” (December 8, 1953)



Setting the stage in Bermuda (December 4-6, 1953)



“Operation Candor”



«It is with the book of history, and not with isolated pages, that the 
United States will ever wish to be identified» (D. D. Eisenhower)



How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb



Soviet reactions to Eisenhower’s speech



The Geneva Conference on Peaceful Uses 
of Atomic Energy (1955)



The “Atoms for Peace” programme



Oak Ridge (Tennessee): the future National Laboratory

Oak Ridge’s X-10 graphite reactor (1947)



Atoms for peace…and radioactive pollution

An “Atoms for Peace” travelling exhibit in Oak Ridge (1957)



«Remember your humanity, and forget the rest»: 
the Russell-Einstein Manifesto

Bertrand Russell’s press conference at Caxton Hall, London (July 9, 1955)



Man’s Peril: the statement gains worldwide attention





«I am an anti-communist, and it is precisely because you are a communist that 

I am anxious to work with you» (Russell to Joliot-Curie, 1955)

Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)



A country divided in many peace(s) 



«What happens to Berlin happens to Germany; what happens to 

Germany, happens to Europe» (V. Molotov)



The 1952 Congress of the World Peace Council in East Berlin



«Gentlemen, you can’t fight in here! This is the War Room…»



The Mainau Declaration (July 15, 1955)



Signatories of the Mainau Declaration

O. Hahn (1879-1968)              M. Born (1882-1970)             H. J. Muller (1890-1967)       H. Yukawa (1907-1981)



The Göttingen Manifesto (April 12, 1957)



Signatories of the Göttingen Manifesto

M. von Laue (1879-1960)                     W. Heisenberg (1901-1976)               C. F. von Weizsäcker (1912-2007)



Cyrus S. Eaton (1883-1979): businessman, philanthropist, amateur scientist, 
intellectual, informal diplomat, and…many other things



The road to Pugwash (1955-1957)

“Pundit” Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964)

Ghandi’s pupil and first Indian Prime 
Minister after the independence of the 
country (1947-1964)

Major leader of the Non-Aligned Movement



The first Pugwash Conference on Science 
and World Affairs (July 6-10, 1957)



Pugwash and the concept of “Track-II” diplomacy

Józef (Joseph) Rotblat (1908-2005)



Niels Bohr (1885-1962): the “non-aligned” pacifist

«An expert is a man who has made all the mistakes 
which can be made, in a very narrow field»



Thanks for your attention!

US soldiers watch a nuclear test detonation in Camp Desert Rock, Nevada (1951)


