AUSABLE FORKS
NEW TORK

July 14, 1957

KX’» G}‘m& g&}&m
Pugwash, Nova 3cotla

ﬁuﬁr Mr, ﬁaﬁaa*i

The waatiﬁg now in progress at your home in Nova Scotia,
the matters under discussion and the conclusions reached, as
these have come to us through the press, are undoubtedly having
& great effect on the more serious element of the Amsrican people
and that effect should be reflected in at least a modification
of our hell-bent national and international policy.

I have juast recelved a communication from the distinguished
Mexican artist, Diego Rivera, and knowing that it will be of in-
terest to you as an expression of the hope that appears to have
ﬁ%%i?&ti& your conference 1 send you a copy of it.

Of course this letter should be widely publicized and ﬁi@hﬁ
oll bs airaai&&a& 58 an appeal for th& endorsement of the "men
af culture” to whom 1t is addressed, I have wired Rivera to learn
from him what his intentions are and whether or not he has in mind
that I should undertake its publication and ﬁi?aml@fﬁ&a@i@&. Diego
Rivera's name commands the greatest respect in Americe, and his ,
appeal aaald be made to reach a far larger public than Linus
Pauling's.

If the appeal is to bs launched, I would be deeply appreciative
of your counsel, A friend of aine, Qﬁrziaa Lasont, is ?ﬁﬁ&%i*%;nﬁ
in Nova Sc¢otia &% the moment, I will try to resch him, sending him
a copy of Rivers's letter and a copy of thls lettsr of mine %0 you
and suggest to him that he set in touch with you and ask for an
interview,

I am, 8ir, with great respect,

?&&%hﬁﬁllﬁ yours,

i,

RK/a} Rockwell Kent
ene:




COorXY
DIEGO RIVERA

Palmas y Alta Vista 191
San Angel Inn, D, F, Mexlco

2% de Junion de 1957

To Mr, Rockwsll Kent
and all artists and men of culture in the world,

My dear 3ir:

I address uwyself to you to ask that your voice and the authority
of your position reinforce the demand, in the name of everythlng in
the world that signifies culture, beauty, Jjoy and peace, Tor the im-
mediate suspension of the thermonuclear and atomic bomb tests, since
thalr continuation only ean result in a general atomic war with the
congequent destruction of humanity.

No sooner had his superior knowledge glven Lo man the possibility
of penstrating the nuclear structure of matter, and the power of
liberating and managing its lamense energy, than the discovery was
applied to prepare instruments of maas destruction,

The continuing threats and counter-threats have caused such
powerful fear and mass hysteria 1n the world as evidently can bring
about_ the destructlon ol order; can produce a rapidly increasim
degeripacy of moral and esthetlc values. All art, cultures, and life
1tgelf is in imainent danger and we musti defend it.

It seems that the intelligence of man is not yet great snough
for him to comprehend that from every side he is preparing his own
degtruotion., Let us ralse our volces, then, let us uss our AwArenass
and our love of mankind to awaken his intelligence from its lethargy.

Two thousand Northamerican sclentists have demandsd the suspenslion
of the feats as & step toward the prohlbitlon of atomlc arms. Bub .
certain scientists of my country--a neighbor of the United States--
nave stated publicly that humanlity has na%himi to fear from the testis
--that "only their use in & war would be terr ble".

Are the test bombs, then, made of different material than the
bombs that they would drop in a war? The whole world can ask the
Japanese sallora and fishermen, victims of the atomic rain that fell
from & Northsmerican test bomb in the Pacifie; it can ask those who
were polsoned by eating contaminated fish.

Posaibly the sclentists who do not look upon the atomic boab as
a menace to humanity feel that the Japanese people do not form a part
of humanity, Whatever thelir opinlon, this experience shows that in a
puclear war between the great powsrs, the paopls of the small natlona,
who have as much right to live as thoae of the big natlons, would be
the defenceless victims.

If men of sclence by thousands have ralsed their voice againat
the enormous atrocity, until now it seems thati they are unheard, sinee
others are found to mute the alara.




