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Pr, and %rs. Journs, fellnw graduates, families and friends, I am hon-
ored by the onhartun1tv to pronose the traditianallTbast to Alma Mater on this
snecial occasion marking "The History of McMaster ﬁniversity."

Ail of vou, I am sure, ére as eager as I am to read thé newly published
/AOGks oﬁ our belaved University by Professor Johnston and Dean Prince, Since my
studegt days, X ﬁave been an omnivercus reader of history, among other subjetts.
and‘thesé 3chélar1y chronicles will certainly vrovide many pleasurable and profit-
able ho#rs, especially to each and every one of us who has nlayed some »narct,
however large or small, in the story of McMaster’s growth and success,

e I shall not try to comnete with these distinguished educators, but I
would insféaé 1ik¢ to share witﬁ’§eﬁ a few of ny reflections on the seventy years
sincéhl g?é&uated from McMaster, During that seriod, smoe of the most significant
e?enté’iﬁ t&e long histcry of the human race have occurreé; |

» Since 1%&5 the populatien of Canéda has increased fourfold, from 5
to Eﬁfﬁillioﬁ. Tbreugh the same years, the enrollment at McMaster has mushroomed
alm@st fart?feld, fre« 4GQ to 15 000. That is the stutlstzcal 1ea§utegb§ two
1ﬂncrtant facts, i thiﬁk one the recognztlcn of the valae of hxgﬁer education,
1n gﬁnerai, 3nd the cher the ackﬁawledom;nt ef tke exceiience of %C%aster, in
nartxcular. s } ér g

B il &3 &Q@& Mwﬁgw me‘,ﬂgm{é Zim f iiav;’! ?

The past SEV»ﬂtY yﬁars nave witnessed technoleglcal developments that

have &raﬁsfarmed t%h éaxly llves of every 1n§abztant of this small Plan@t. in
1005 the alrnlaﬁe was in 1ts na:ly exnerlﬂvntal stagés. but no one could then
caqce:ve ef Lodév 's aﬂ1vnrsa1 Jet traval let alene the 1and1ng ef men on the
meon. The ﬁutewabxle and radio, then in their 1nfaﬂcy, are now so co&wonnlace
as to be taken for granted. Telev1sxén and the comnuter, two inventions t&at
profnuadlv 1nf1u&nca our liwes today, were not even to reach the drawing-hoard

stage fer ancther twenty or tblrtv years,

In 1905, 1let us remember, England was still able to boast, "“We hold an



e
emnire on which the sun never sets," and Canada was an integral nart of that
welioed :
vast espire. How dronic it is to recall that, less than ten vears later, the
die was cast for destruction of the .empire, with the beginning of World wWar I

9

a holocaust in which three of the principal protagonists were (ueen Victoria's

grandsons, the German Kaiser, the Russian Czar and the Ring of England. The

squandering of Hngland's accumulations of three hundred years of golden pros-

perity Shmt began with that conflict;was carried to a dismal conclusion in Worid
1

War IL
4 VM’L ..,Uuwi it*ﬂ‘"i {s.& e

Like me, many of you must have poignant recollections of those wars.

in the first of them, thirty of mv relatives were combatante,  These included
my only brother, who left his McMaster classes for the fighting front, and sus-

tainéd~disabi1ities that sharnly shortened his life, In World War IX, 1 had.ay.. ..

fut, ,«,fw»&* dq ﬁ; od C‘fuﬂuu? g
Sulanons andﬂm nephews, two of whom were killed in action, ) e of thentms s

wad the only son of oy first touszn! ﬁargaret Eaton Semler, a McMaster graduate,
Like me, many of you were also affected by the great economic depres-
oeCunred :
si9g4betWLea the two World #Wars, Because of Canada's superior ceatralized bank-
ing system, the consequences in Canada were less severe than in the United States
I know at first hand because, while my husiness headquarters hdve been across
the border, I have alwavs heen closely associated with Canadian industry, and -
my vacations have of course bsen srent in Canada, in winter on the skiing sloves
of Quebec, and in summer on farmg in my native Nova Scotia, with my Shorthorn
cattle, Hampshire sheep, Canada geese, mallards - and black ducks,
One constructive consequence of World War II was creation of the imited
Nations, an institution of great but still to be fully realized notential for
beace on earth and good will toward men, I am nroud that =mv u};le the late
£ae ¢ if ,!‘, o ieﬁ_ ?ﬁi’ : ‘{“ £,
U.8, Congrzssman Charles Baton, wagﬁﬁ e&gaquof the U.X, 4mmsées in 1945, At

the same time, I am aggrieved that the United States has noi seen fit to aliow

the U.¥, to deal with such problemg as Vietnam,
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Instead the United St‘ates uma{sezy

hose to intervene in ¥ietnam, at

an incalculable cost in lives, domestic tranguility and economic stability.

After his retirement from office, President Eisenhower told me in confidence

that his own military experience had convinced him of the folly of sendiang Ameri-
can military forces 3,000 miles away into combat with peonle of a differsnt race

and different political and philosophical ideas. We gave due weight to the fact

that North Vietnam, small nation though it was, had as its powerful allies China,
right on its borders with the largest standing army dn the world, and the Soviet

Union, with a full supply of the most modern and deadly military weapons and

equinment. What azbéi‘ it is that not one of - the succeeding four American Presi-

L
dents, including the present incumbent;, could comprehend ZBisenhower's sober and
realistic conclusion that the Urited States simply could not win in Vietnan,
Canada is to be congratulated for her widex wisdom in remaining aldof from the

Vietuam misadventure, )
He forr -g\’;égwigg ?“ ?jf ﬁfexfwﬁu 4&%&&
The most borrendous nroduct of %GSld War 11 was'the unleashing of the

atomic bomb by the United States, and this has created grave problems with which
mankind has not yet fully come to grivs, I have been a trustee of the Iniver-
sity of Chicago since long before Permi and Szilard conducted the expeziﬁents
there that resulted in the first nuclear fission that led directly to the bemb{'
Some years earlier, 1 first met Bertrand Russell while he was a visiting nro-
fessor at the University of Chicago, and I am hapny that the firm friendship:
then established later bHlossomed into full scale collahoration with Lord Russell
and Albert Binstein in initiating the Pugwash Conferences of scientists from all
countries, and of all political, economic and nhilosonhical noints of view, to
warn -the statesmen of the world of ‘the hazards of nuclear warfare. It is a
source of great pride to me ‘that McMaster University has become the rermanent
home of the paners of Lord Russell, mathematician mar excellence and holder of

the Nobel Prigce for mastery of the English language,
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In moving  some -85 from Toronto to Hamilton, one of the

g A&*E&'ﬂ‘ }s‘ A qﬁ &:Af’g&@»ﬁ
world's leading industrial centers, Nrﬁastorgogxgﬁwﬁar a broadened curriculum,
thh new emnhasls on mathematies and the scxeqces. 1he chawges in the language

courses are also indicative of McMaster s deterﬂxnatxcn to prenare its sons and

daughters for today's world of 1nternatleﬂa1 exchaﬂge, commercial and cultural

When I was in college at the beginning of the cenrncy, our choice, in addition

to the classical Latzn, Creﬁk and Hebrew, was llﬂltﬁé to French and Gerwman,

Today's students can st111 acauire Latin, Greek French and German but can alse

1earn bnanzﬁh, Russian, Dortuauese, Ukralﬂ1an and Slavish 1inauzstics. In the

n@t tOQ distant Eutu;e, would assume that Chznese woald be added,
; "M“&-A sf @M;ma@aw e
The qnestlen of blllﬂgualiem 13 “fard from new 1n Canada, I would re~

mind veu. Iﬂ my studaﬂt davs, Lanada 3 most br:llxant writer. Goldwin bﬁlth

was concern&d with the wroblemﬁ created by di‘farences in language and religion,
and was predxctfﬂg that Canada would hreak up into four or flve natxeﬂs. What

Snxth fa11#d ta foresee was the dzscavary and develcnment of Cznzda 3 vast re~

savrces ta thp ﬂorth At thi% staﬁe, Canada ranks ecsﬁd in the world only to
'the ﬁev16t bn:on in geegranhxca} extaﬂt aﬂd potaqtial growth In measuring wup

'te Ltg brzght éest;ny, I think Canada must come to reaixse that it 1s an ad-

vantage ta have at 1@ast two Ianguages

I wish I ceuld be here sevent¥ Yezrs~fteﬁ ?oéag to learn what now

£ 2 chaﬂges ®ill have ta?en nlaca By then, is it too wmuch to home

é%#m_é e s jffzﬁx@é&m

t%at men uxil have given up many of their ﬂvths and superstiticnsxﬂand be look-
1ng to the scientista aﬂd thlﬁkers of the world for enlichtenment? In ‘the pro-

grassxan of human events, I csunt on ﬁcﬁastﬁr to help lead the way as 2 great

1ntellectual center and 2 canqtructive worlé inf luence,

And now let us stand and raise ougglasses in a heartfelt toast to

Alma Matér!



5/7/75
CE McMaster Notes

Bilihgualism and the French, Goldwin Smith.

Seventy years ago I graduated from MgcMaster. Those 70 years have con-
tained (encompassed) many of the most important events in the long history of the
human race, McMaster has grown from a student body of 400 to one of 15,000,

With my encouragement, my Alma Mater moved to Hamilton, one of the great indus-
trial centers of the world, whose activitges put emphasis on science and mathe-
matics, The trend of McMaster interests is illustrated (suggested) by becoming
the home of the important papvers of Bertrand Russell, mathematician, scientist
and holder of the Nobel Prize for mastery of the English language,

In that peridd, Canada's population has increased from 5,000,000 to
20,000,000, (Check figures,) The decline of the British Empire: In 1905,
England boasted (was able to boast), "We hold an empire on which the sun never
sefs." In the 70 years, that vast empire has broken up, dissolved,

During my student days at McMaster, Goldwin Smith was Canada's most

brilliant writer, In his book, Canada and the Canadian Question, Smith predicted

the breakup of Canada into fomr or five nations. What Smith did not foresee

was the vast growth of Canada's resources to the north and their development.
In geographical extent and potential growth, Canada ranks second in the world
only to the Soviet Union,

The folly of war: The far-reaching influenee of World War I, in which
the principal antagonists were first cousins, grandsons of Queen Victoria, the
German Kaiser, the Russian Csar and the King of England, England squandered the
accumulations, the profits of 300 years of golden prosperity,

Goldwin Smith emphasized the problems created by differénces in language
and religion, It is an advantage to have two languages, Ycu are enriched by
bilingualism. In my days at McMaster, the languages taught were Latin, Greek,
Hebrew, French and German, In the future, in addition to these five, Canadians
will beqpme proficient in Russian, whose climate, resources and geographical ex-
tent most resemble Canada, and Chinese, the language of the largest population

in the world and one of the oldest cifilizations. China would have been quite an
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intellectual (cultural) center long before Greece or France, What languages
are taught now at McMaster? Spanish? Russian? Chinese?

In World War I, I had 30 relatives who were Darticipants, including
my only bpother, who left his classes at McMaster to foin the fight, from which
he received disabilities (he was in the cavalry) which shortened his life,

In World War II, I had my two sons and six nephews, two of whom were
killed in action, The only son of my first cousin, Margaret Eaton Demmler, a
McMaster graduate, was killed at Okinawa.

The folly of war has most recently been illustrated by the madness of
American statesmen that sent troops 8,000 miles to Vietnam. Eisenhower. Canada
is to be congratulated on her wisdom,

The Great Depression so acutely felt in the United States, whose bank-
ing system is so inadequate in strength in contrast with Canada's.

The United Nations, in which my Uncle Charles, the late U.S, Congrees-
man Eaton, was one of the signers of the Charter, He was an honorary fellow of
McMaster. Margaret Eaton, mentioned dbove, was his daughter,

In the next 70 years, the graduates of McMaster will play important
parts in all of the Provinces of Canada and in world affairs, There will be more
of us,

While I have been engaged in -- my business headquarters have been in
the United States, my vacations have been swent in Canada, in winter on the skiimg
slopes of Quebec, in summer on the farms in Nova Scotia with mvy Shorthorn cattle,
Hampshire sheep, Canada geese, mallards and black ducks,

Vietnam -- attack the CIA, o T ;%,@gﬁf6;£!£§

Inventions: Airplane, television, The millions of years that man has
been on earfh° Great potential for education, FThe invention of the nuclear--

Hamilton and its emvhasis on science and mathematics. In the next 70
yeafs, men will give up many of their myths and superstitions, and look to the
scientists and thinkers of the world, I hope py Alma Mater will be one of the

leaders, a great intellectual center, a great world influence, The fact that

McMaster has become the home of the Bertrand Russell papers is significant,
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