Lac Beauport, Quebec, March 31-April 11, 1958

Statement from the Second Pugwash Conference

international conference of sci-

entists has taken place at Lac
Beauport, Quebec, to discuss the dan-
gers resulting from the present atomic
arms race, and means of diminishing
them. A list of those attending is
given below:

ProrFessorR M. L. OLipHANT, Aus-
tralia.
ProFessor Cyrias OUeLLET, Cana-

DURINC the past two weeks an

da.
Sk RoBErRT WATson-WaTT, Cana-
da.

Proressor Curou Pex Yuax, Peoples
Republic of China.

PROFESSOR BERNARD GREGORY,
France.

ProrFEessor C. F. voN WEIZSACKER,
Germany.

SIR CuHARLES G. Darwin, Great
Britain,

Proressor C. F. PoweLL, Great
Britain.

Proressor J. RorsrLaT, Great
Britain,

Proressor C. H. WabbpinGTON,
Great Britain.

Proressor A. M. Kuzin, Soviet
Union.

AcapeMmiciaN D. F. SkoBELTZYN,
Soviet Union.

AcapEMiciaN A, V. TorcHiev,
Soviet Union.

AcapEMiciaN A. P. VmNocrapov,
Soviet Union.

Proressor JounN Epsarn, United
States.

PROFESSOR
United States.

MRr. WiLiam A. HIGINBOTHAM,
United States.

CoL. RicHARD S. LEGHORN, United
States.

Proressor Linus Pavrng, United
States.

ProrFEssOR EUGENE RABINOWITCH,
United States.

PROFESSOR LEO SzILARD,
States.

Proressor JErOME B. WIESNER,
United States.

The Conference was made possible
by the generous hospitality and assist-
ance of Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Eaton,
and it originated in the following
way:

In 1955, a public statement was

MorToN  GRODZINS,

United

issued by Lord Russell, Albert Ein-
stein, and nine other scientists, di-
recting attention to the dangers which
had arisen as a result of the develop-
ment of weapons of mass destruction,
and calling for a meeting of scientists
which would make a true and inde-
pendent assessment of the hazards. A
meeting for this purpose was held in
Pugwash, Nova Scotia, in July 1957,
which was attended by 22 scientists.
That meel‘.int%l published a statement
concerning the dangers arising from
test explosions of nuclear weapons
and the consequences which would
arise from their use in warfare; the
problems of control of nuclear weap-
ons; responsibilities of scientists.

The meeting at Pugwash set up a
Continuing Committee of which Lord
Russell was the Chairman, and Pro-
fessor Powell, Professor Rotblat, Pro-
fessor Rabinowitch, and Academician
Skobeltzyn were members. The Com-
mittee was instructed to call further
meetings, should they appear desir-
able.

Since the meeting in Pugwash,
there has been a further intensification
of the arms race. At a meeting of the
Continuing Committee in London in
December last, it was decided to call
the present Conference. All the scien-
tists invited warmly supported the ob-
jectives of the meeting, although
some were unable to attend.

In calling the present Conference,
the aim was to provide an opportunity
for private discussion in which there
could be a frank and friendly ex-
change of views on the many difficult
issues which stand in the way of a
general settlement among the powers
and establishment of lasting peace.

Most of the discussions of the Con-
ference were grouped under three
main headings: the dangers of the
present situation; means of diminish-
ing the immediate dangers; and means
of relaxing tension.

The topics discussed included:
Dangers of wars arising from techno-
logical accidents or as a result of con-
flicts between small nations; the bio-
logical hazards consequent on fall-out;
the problems arising from the possi-
bility of the acquisition of nuclear
weapons by additional nations; prob-
lems posed by the development of

long-range rockets; problems of bases
on foreign territory; problems of large
conventional forces; the political and
technological aspects of a ban on
tests; the problems of general polit-
ical and military stabilization; short-
and long-term policies aimed at estab-
lishing peace; the cooperation be-
tween nations in joint cgrojects of a
constructive nature; exchange of stu-
dents and scientists; and measures for
promoting international trust.

The Conference showed that in
spite of different approaches to par-
ticular problems, there was a common
agreement on the nature and magni-
tude of the grave dangers of our pres-
ent situation, and a common desire to
contribute to their removal by bring-
ing about lasting peace through polit-
ical settlements, and timately
through far-reaching disarmament.
The friendly atmosphere of the meet-
ing, and a sense of common purpose,
contributed greatly to the usefulness
of the discussion.

Even in a short conference, it was
found possible to make a serious ap-

raisal of some of the decisive prob-
ems of our times. In a period of tech-
nological and scientific advance of un-
precedented speed, we believe that
scientists have a special responsibility
and a special competence to promote
informed opinion. With this aim in
mind, the materials of this Conference
will be made available to interested
overnments. It is not our intention,
owever, at this time to publish the
details of our discussions and conclu-
sions. Rather, each of us will seek to
present the results of the Conference
to scientists and others who may be
interested.

The Conference recognizes the need
to hold further meetings, some of
which may differ from the present
one in the number of participants and
in general type. It favors the plan pre-
sented by the Continuing Committee
to hold another Conference in Sep-
tember, probably in Austria, which
will be more broadly representative
and with a larger number of partici-
pants. In addition to discussing the
findings of the present Conference, the
next meeting will deal with the long-
term problem, “Peace in the Atomic
Age.”
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